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	GOD’S SEAL FOR SURVIVAL
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	The human race has now entered the “end zone” of Bible prophecy. We have a limited supply of tomorrows. Time for preparation is short.
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	Today we consider a very solemn subject; the sealing of God’s saints for their protection during the time of trouble. Those who receive God’s seal will be shielded from the seven last plagues, those horrible punishments that fall on the wicked just before Jesus returns.
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	We read in Revelation 7:1: “After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of …
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	…the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree.”
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	Now, angels are God’s messengers. In Bible prophecy they are symbolic of special messages that are to be proclaimed before man’s probationary time for salvation closes. However, here they are pictured restraining the winds of strife. What does that mean? Remember wind in prophecy, as studied previously, represents war, bloodshed, commotion and strife. So these four angels symbolize the restraint that God will place upon the nations and elements of earth to hold back its final destruction from nuclear war and the terrible “time of trouble” connected with the seven last plagues. Why is God doing this?
Why should earth’s destruction be delayed?
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	We find the answer in the next two verses of Revelation 7:2, 3: “Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God. And he cried…
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	… with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, saying, …
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	 ‘Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.’” You see, God in His mercy is holding back the “time of trouble” so that all of His true children may receive His seal of protection. In other words, He has been waiting for us to be prepared. 
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	We are living in the closing hours of earth’s history. The sands of time are running out. Now is our time of salvation. Now the Holy Spirit is speaking to our hearts; convicting us of our sins, convicting us of God’s truth for these last days. Now is the time to get ready. Soon the angels will release the winds and it will be all over - forever too late.
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	This is why the Apostle Paul says in Ephesians 4:30: “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.” So the work of the Holy Spirit upon your life is to accomplish the sealing. Are you responding to God’s Holy Spirit? When He convicts you of sin do you repent and confess? When he convicts you of truth do you accept and live it? If so, then you are in the process of receiving God’s seal of protection. Now, let us study some of the details in connection with God’s sealing. First, we have discovered it is a work the Holy Spirit accomplishes in our lives. Second, we discover that it also involves an application of God’s law in our lives. 
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	We read in Isaiah 8:16: “Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples.” So, it is evident that the seal of God is in His law, a we see the Law of God is to be sealed in the lives of His true followers. 
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	This great truth was made clear by the author of Hebrews as he described the new convenant relationship that all Christians experience with Jesus. Notice what He says in Hebrews 8:10: “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws in their mind…
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	…and write them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.” 


	17[image: image17.jpg]



	Makes it clear the Christians new covenant experience will center in receiving God’s Holy Ten Commandment Law in their hearts and minds. You see, friends, Jesus died to save us from sin. He wants each of us to accept His death as a payment for the penalty of our sins. He also wants us to overcome sin in our lives. 
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	The Bible tells in 1 John 3:4: “Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness” So Jesus is saying in the new covenant relationship, I will write the commandments in your hearts and minds through the influence of the Holy Spirit so you can have a life in harmony with my holy law. This becomes the natural desire of every born again Christian.
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	Jesus said in John 14:15: “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” So friends, if you really love Jesus, you will have a natural desire to obey Him. You will delight in keeping His commandments. You will not do this to earn salvation; no, a thousand times no, but because you love Him dearly for saving your soul. He wants you to enjoy a happy life in loving service to Him. 
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	So far we have discovered that God is presently sealing a people to stand in the time of trouble. The Holy Spirit is the agency that accomplishes God’s sealing in our lives, and receiving the sealing of God centers in allowing the Holy Spirit to write the precepts of God’s divine law in our hearts and minds so that we may experience a love relationship with Jesus our Savior.
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	Every nation has a code of law and a government seal. When that seal is attached to a document it becomes official. The same is true of God’s government. The basis of God’s universal rule is the Holy Ten Commandment Law. His law also has an official seal. 
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	Now, a government seal contains three essentials; first, the name of the presiding officer; second, the title that he holds; and third, the territory over which he rules or presides. For example, in our country we have: the name; the title and the territory.
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	This may surprise you but God has made the Sabbath commandment the seal of His law. As we read it carefully we discover it contains all three of these essentials: the name of the ruler, the title he holds, and the territory over which he presides. Exodus 20:8-11: “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. 
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	In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female…
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	…servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates.
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	For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day.
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	Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.”
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	Here we see a perfect parallel. Notice his name, the Lord your God; his title, Creator; his territory, heaven and earth are all found in the very heart of His law in the Sabbath commandment. In fact if the fourth commandment were not a part of the Holy precepts then we would not know which God or what government had issued these laws.
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	Notice what God says about His holy Sabbath. Ezekiel 20:20: “Hallow My Sabbaths, and they will be a sign between Me and you, that you may know that I am the LORD your God.” 
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	Isaiah 8:16: “Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples.”
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	Exodus 31:13:  “Surely My Sabbaths you shall keep, for it is a sign between Me…” You see God places great significance upon the Sabbath, His holy day.
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	A Baptist, Dr. W. W. Evert, D.D. says: “The Sabbath was made a seal of God’s covenant with Israel... An ordinance so essential…
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	to the maintenance of religion naturally became a proof and measure of it, not only for them, but to all ages.” The Sabbath: Its Permanence, Promise and Defense, pp. 34, 35. We agree with this Baptist minister that Sabbath-keeping is essential and that it is a proof to all who observe it, God’s true people.
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	When did the Sabbath originate? It was established the very first week of creation. After God made the earth, the Bible says in Genesis 2:1, 2: “Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished. And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had done, 
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	…and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done.” When something is blessed and sanctified it means that it has been set aside. So the Sabbath was part of God’s original plan for the people of planet earth.
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	A Methodist, Amos Binney says: “God’s blessing and sanctifying the day meant that he separated it from a common to a religioususe to be a perpetual memorial or sign… 
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	…that all who thus observe it would show themselves to be the worshippers of the God who made the world in six days, and rested the seventh.” We must agree that Sabbath-keeping is a perpetual memorial or sign that those who keep it are God’s holy people.
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	Now, we make a thrilling discovery! Do you know that it was Jesus who created the earth? Speaking of Jesus declares that “He made the worlds” (Hebrews 1:2). 
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	John 1:10: “He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.” So friends, the Sabbath is the true Lord’s Day. Since Jesus made the Sabbath, it is His Holy Day.
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	Some people think the Sabbath was made for the Jews. But friends, it was made by Jesus more than 2,000 years before the first Jew ever came into existence. Let us read what Jesus said about this. Mark 2:27, 28: “And He said to them, ‘the Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath. Therefore the Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.’” 
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	Notice, Jesus said the Sabbath was made for man. He made it for the first man and for all mankind. The Sabbath was made for the yellow man, the black man, the white man, and the red man. It was made for all men for all time from the beginning of time. It was part of God’s original plan for the human family who were to live on this earth in a holy, happy obedient relationship with their creator who was Jesus. The Sabbath was originally designed to draw Adam and his descendents into a close love relationship with their Maker. That is why Jesus said, He was Lord of the Sabbath day. He made it and it belongs to Him.
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	Seth Williston says: “The weekly Sabbath... was appointed and observed the very first week of time. It is not part of the law of ceremonies, which law was occasioned by the entrance of sin; 



	43[image: image43.jpg]Seth Williston
Discourses on the Sabbath, pp.11, 12

...for the Sabbath was
established before

sin had entered, and would
have been obllgatory on Adam
and his offsprings if sin had not
been known among them.”




	…for the Sabbath was established before sin had entered, and would have been obligatory on Adam and his offsprings if sin had not been known among them.” Discourses on the Sabbath, pp.11,12. Since the Sabbath was made for man and was part of His original plan, this means it was also made for you and me and all peoples everywhere today.
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	Yes, the Sabbath was observed by Adam, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and all the mighty men of God before the arrival of the Jews.
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	Alexander Campbell, founder of the Disciples of Christ, says: “The Seventh-day was observed from Abraham’s time, nay, from creation.” The Evidences of Christianity, p. 302. How do we know this?
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	Notice, why God chose Abraham to be the father of a special nation to reveal His love and truth to a sinful world. Genesis 26:5: “Because Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws.” So, if Abraham kept the Law of God, he automatically kept the seventh-day Bible Sabbath because it is the fourth of His great Ten Commandments. Everyone knows that all of God’s chosen people observed the Sabbath during the Old Testament period. However, it may come as a surprise to recognize that Jesus, the Apostles and the entire New Testament church also kept the seventh-day Bible Sabbath as the true Lord’s Day. 
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	We read in Luke 4:16: “So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read.” Notice it was the custom or habit for Jesus to go to church on the Sabbath. Now, if Jesus were here today you would see Him going into God’s house of worship on the Sabbath.  
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	Jesus never changes. We read in Hebrews 13:8: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” 
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	The Apostle Peter, speaking of Jesus says in 1 Peter 2:21: “…leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps.” Our decisions as Christians should be “if it was good enough for Jesus than it’s good enough for me.” Many people in the Christian world believe that Sunday should be observed in commemoration of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. But friends, nowhere in the Bible does it tell us to observe Sunday or any other day in recognition of the resurrection. If such a change were to have been made then surely Jesus and the disciples would have said something about it. 
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	To the contrary, Jesus made it clear that His followers were to continue keeping the Sabbath even after His departure to heaven. Jesus prophesied the destruction of Jerusalem which was to occur 40 years after His death, burial and resurrection and said, Matthew 24:20: “And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath.” And the New Testament was written several decades after He went to heaven. Actually, he was counseling his closest followers to be obedient to the observance of the seventh-day Bible Sabbath in the years that followed the cross.
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	Dr. Layman Abbot wrote, “The current notion that Christ and his disciples authoritatively substituted the first day for the seventh is absolutely without any authority.” Christian Union, January 19, 1882. This may be shocking to some to discover that Sunday observance is not supported in the Bible. In fact “Sunday keeping” as a custom was totally unknown by the apostles and the early New Testament church. It wasn’t even in their vocabulary.
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	The Book of Acts makes it very clear that Paul and the apostles faithfully observed the seventh-day Sabbath. We read in Acts 17:2: “Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures.” We discovered earlier Today that it was the custom of Jesus to keep the Sabbath and now we see it was the manner of Paul to worship on the Sabbath.
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	Acts 13:14: “But when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day and sat down.” So you see Paul’s sabbath-keeping habit was established everywhere he went. However, some say that he only went into the synagogue to preach to the Jews. No, friends, this is not true. We discover he also ministered to the Gentiles on the Sabbath. Notice what the record states after this Sabbath service in Antioch.
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	We read first verses 42 and 44 from the same chapter, Acts 13:42, 44: So when the Jews went out of the synagogue, the Gentiles begged that these words might be preached to them the next Sabbath… 
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	On the next Sabbath almost the whole city came together to hear the word of God.” Now if there had been a change in the day of worship, then Paul would have surely told the Gentiles; “It won’t be necessary to wait until next Sabbath, we can come back tomorrow.” So Paul kept the Sabbath and not Sunday. 
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	In fact Acts 18:4, 11 tells us that Paul observed 78 consecutive Sabbaths at Corinth, and Acts 16:12, 13 reveals that he spoke to the women of Philippi on the Sabbath. We must conclude that Paul and the other apostles followed the admonition of Jesus to remember the Sabbath, the true Lord’s day, and faithfully observed it through the future years of their lives after the resurrection. 
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	So people say we can see the Sabbath truth but how can we tell which day is the Sabbath? The Bible also makes this very clear. Let us read concerning the death of Jesus on the crucifixion day from Mark 15:42, 43: “Now when evening had come, because it was the Preparation Day, that is, the day before the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent council member, 
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	…who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, coming and taking courage, went in to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.” Now the whole Christian world knows that Jesus died on what is commonly called “good Friday” and was resurrected on Sunday. 
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	We read further from Mark about the resurrection in Mark 16:1, 2: “Now when the Sabbath was past… Very early in the morning, on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun had risen.” Notice it says the Sabbath is the day before the first day of the week. So it is clear that Sunday isn’t the Sabbath.
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	Let us read the same account from the Gospel of Luke. Luke 23:54-56: “That day was the Preparation, and the Sabbath drew near. And the women who had come with Him from Galilee followed after, and they observed the tomb…
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	…and how His body was laid. Then they returned and prepared spices and fragrant oils. And they rested on the Sabbath according to the commandment.” Again, the death of Jesus took place on Friday which was the day the Jews historically called the preparation day. Also note that these very close followers of Jesus observed the Sabbath while Jesus was resting in the tomb.
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	We read the next verse: Luke 24:1: “Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they, and certain other women with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared.” 
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	So the women kept the Sabbath according to the commandment early on the first day of the week or Sunday morning as we call it; they came to embalm the body of Jesus and found the grave empty. Since the whole Christian world recognized the resurrection occurred on Sunday, the first day of the week, it should be a very easy matter to determine which day is the Sabbath. You see, if people have no difficulty in determining which day is Friday then they should have no trouble in understanding which day is the Sabbath. It is the day that comes between Friday and Sunday. No one has an excuse. It is very easy.
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	For further proof that New Testament Christians kept the seventh- day Bible Sabbath, we read the words written in A.D. 64 more than 30 years after the cross, Hebrews 4:3, 4, 7: “For we who have believed do enter that rest, as He has said... For He has spoken in a certain place of the seventh day in this way: 
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	‘And God rested on the seventh day from all His works’... again He designates a certain day.” So the New Testament believers entered into the seventh-day Sabbath rest.
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	We read further in the same chapter Hebrews 4:9, 11: “There remains therefore a rest for the people of God… Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the same example of disobedience.” Paul declares that the Sabbath rest remains and admonishes us to labor to enter into that rest. Notice he also said some fail to do so because of unbelief. Both the Bible and secular history affirm that the early church taught and observed God’s Holy Sabbath, and it has been observed by His faithful followers from that day to the present. 
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	Please notice that it will be observed by the saved in the kingdom. Isaiah 66:22, 23: “For as the new heavens and the new earth which I will make shall remain before Me, says the LORD, so shall your descendants and your name remain 
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	…and from one Sabbath to another, all flesh shall come to worship before Me,” says the LORD.” You see God’s people will worship on the Sabbath perpetually on and on throughout all eternity. 
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	So we have reviewed a history of the Holy Sabbath from creation where it was made for the human race. We have discovered all of God’s great men of the Old Testament observed it. That Jesus and the apostles taught and kept the Sabbath. The Sabbath has always been observed by true Bible believing Christians from that day to the present, even through the Dark Ages. The Sabbath is observed today by millions and millions of Christians around the world and it will be observed by the redeemed in the new earth. So the Sabbath must be very important institution since it is so permanent.
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	God says in Isaiah 58:13, 14: “If you turn away your foot from the Sabbath, from doing your pleasure on My holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy day of the LORD honorable, 
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	…and shall honor Him, not doing your own ways, nor finding your own pleasure, nor speaking your own words, then you shall delight yourself in the LORD; 
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	…and I will cause you to ride on the high hills of the earth, and feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father. The mouth of the LORD has spoken.” Friends, it’s a wonderful delight to worship the Lord on the true Lord’s day.



	73[image: image73.jpg]Dr. Alexander Campbell

Washington, PA.
Report on Acts 8:

day (Sunday) came in
room of it.”’ '




	Dr. Alexander Campbell, founder of the Disciples of Christ, says: “There is no divine testimony that the Sabbath was changed or that the Lord’s day (Sunday) came in the room of it.” Washington, PA. Report on Acts 8:18, 21. And with Dr. Campbell we must agree!
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	A Methodist minister admits: “There is not on record any divine command issued to the apostles to change the sabbath from the day on which it was held by the Jews to the first day of the week.” Watson’s Theological Institute, Vol. 2, p. 511. And with this Methodist minister we must agree.
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	Rev. R. W. Dale, Congregationalist minister says: “It is quite clear that, however rigidly or devoutly we may spend Sunday, we are not keeping the Sabbath.” The Ten Commandments, p. 108. And with this Congregationalist we must agree.
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	Dr. J. S. Stone says, “If the Sabbath has been changed from the seventh to the first day of the week, why is there no mention of this in the New Testament? 
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	… There is no precept enjoining and no comment accrediting the change.” Divine Rest, p. 142. Now that’s a good question. Friends, if the New testament silence on a subject is so evident then there is no Bible support for Sunday keeping for any reason whatsoever.
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	Let us now reread the beautiful Sabbath commandment in Exodus 20:8-11: “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. 
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	In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates. 
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	For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.” 
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	If men had always kept the seventh-day Sabbath then there never would have been an atheist or an evolutionist or an idolator and the inspiration of the Bible would have never been denied. You see how the Sabbath memorializes divine creation and invites men to worship the true God who made heaven and earth. It makes it impossible for anyone to be an atheist, an evolutionist, a worshipper of false gods, or an unbeliever in Holy Scriptures; for if the record of Genesis stands then the whole Bible stands.
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	History affirms that Sunday, as a day of religious rest and worship is purely a creation of man. When Jesus was here, the Jews had developed many religious traditions which He never commanded. He said in Matthew 15:9: “And in vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.” He would say the same about Sunday observance today. Earlier we discovered that the seal of God’s law is found in the Sabbath commandment. We also discovered that those who receive God’s seal in their lives will go through the seven last plagues known as the time of trouble. 
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	Now let us consider a beautiful illustration which explains how this sealing work is accomplished in our lives. We read in 2 Corinthians 3:2, 3: “You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all men; clearly you are an epistle of Christ, ministered by us,…
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	…written not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart.” Any dictionary will tell you that an epistle is a letter. So God says He is writing a letter upon the lives of ail born again followers of Jesus. Now, after you write a letter what comes next? You seal it of course.
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	Speaking of the Christians new convenant relationship with Jesus, we read in Hebrews 8:10: “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD:
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	I will put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.” Here we find that God’s law is to be written in the hearts of all Christians. But, friends, Jesus will not write His holy law in the hearts of those who deny or willfully break it. If you love Jesus, you will love his law and want to live it out in your life. This will include the Sabbath commandment too. Remember the Sabbath is the seal of God.
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	So after the letter of your life is written it must be sealed with the seal of the living God. But to whom is the letter of your life to be sent? We read in Revelation 3:12: “He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, …
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	the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new name.” Here we find that Jesus will write upon the followers who are victorious, the name and address of God. These letters are to be delivered to the Heavenly Father in the Holy City.
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	Christ is coming back to collect all of the letters for He promised in John 14:1-3: “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
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	I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” Friends, do you want Jesus to seal the letter of your life and address it to His Father in heaven? If so, then you must decide today to keep all of God’s commandments and receive His seal of obedience and protection.
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	You see, Christ loves us so much and is so particular, that He does not have anyone else deliver His mail. He will do it personally. We read in Ephesians 5:25-27: “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, …
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	…that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 
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	…that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.” Friends, do you want to have that experience? This is possible through the ministry of the Holy Spirit in your life. Give your life to Jesus and He will seal you for eternity.
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	Let us reread Revelation 7:1-3: “After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth,…
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	…that the wind should not blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree...
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	…Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, saying, 



	97[image: image97.jpg]Revelation 7:1-3

...was granted to
harm the earth and
the sea, saying,
‘Do not harm the earth, the
sea, or the trees till we have
sealed the servants of our God
on their foreheads.”




	‘Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.” 
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	The winds of strife are truly being held back today, waiting for God’s people to be ready. God sends a special angel to do the sealing work. It is truly important. Are you ready for Jesus to come? Are you ready to stand during the time of trouble when the seven last plagues fall upon those who have rejected God’s mercy? Remember, you will be protected, no evil shall befall you, if you have received the seal of the living God.
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	Today, we have seen how important it is for all to accept and keep God’s Holy Sabbath. It identifies us as belonging to Him. How many of you will join me in asking God to help us keep His Holy day and receive His wonderful seal of approval and protection? Will you rise for Jesus today?
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	Appeal and prayer.
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