END-TIME MESSAGES FROM JESUS – Sabbath Morning Evangelism   Volume 1 

09. THE MARK OF THE BEAST


	1[image: image1.jpg]“Teaching them id observe all things that | have
commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, j
even to ihe end of ihe ages " ‘Matthew 28:20 B





	END-TIME MESSAGES FROM JESUS
"Teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)

	2[image: image2.jpg]



	Sabbath Morning Evangelism

	3[image: image3.jpg]+ THEMAR:

o \ | i '

Y @ /N
e \$ ( = l .
£ 55 N

| .
- 200
! prr TvHE_;,‘]';EA“ST L 9 i, : >

£




	THE MARK OF THE BEAST
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	Who is the beast? What is his mark? Is his number 666? Terrible punishment will fall on those who receive it. Avoid at all costs.
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	A simple reading of the warning against the mark of the beast will persuade us that it is a very important subject. We read from Revelation 14:9: “Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, ‘If anyone worships the beast and his image, 
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	and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand...’” This angel represents a special message that will be proclaimed, at a special time, when the mark of the beast is enforced, just before the seven last plagues begin to fall.
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	The next verse makes it very clear what their punishment will be. Revelation 14:10: “…he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. 
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	He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.” As studied earlier, this represents the horrible punishments of the seven last plagues that will fall during the time of trouble. However, we see their punishment goes beyond the plagues for those who receive the mark of the beast are also burned in the lake of fire. Everyone should desire an understanding of this most important subject because we surely want to escape receiving this dreadful mark and its punishments. 
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	In Proverbs 22:3 we read: “A prudent man foresees evil and hides himself, but the simple pass on and are punished.” May God help each of us to understand and be prepared for what is coming.
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	Now we turn to the 13th chapter of Revelation. You will notice that symbolism is in use; however, we can find the “golden keys” that unlock the meaning of the symbols found here. 
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	In Revelation 13:1 we read: “Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, 
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	…having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name.” Notice the first symbol is the beast, the second symbol the sea, and in a few moments we shall find the “golden keys” that will unlock the meaning.
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	Let us continue by reading Revelation 13:2: “Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion...” 
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	We found in the prophecy of Daniel 7 the four great beasts that came up out of the sea. First a lion, second a bear, third a leopard and then the nondescript monster.
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	Here is an artist’s conception of the beast described here in the 13th chapter of Revelation. You will notice that it is a composite of the lion, bear, leopard, and nondescript beast that Daniel saw in his vision. Now the question comes, what does a beast represent in prophecy?
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	We turn to Daniel and discover the angel that attended him when he saw these four beasts told him plainly in Daniel 7:17, 23: “Those great beasts, which are four, are four kings which arise out of the earth… The fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom on earth…” So here is the “golden key” that unlocks the meaning of the symbol of a beast in prophecy. A beast represents an earthly power or kingdom.
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	Now let us turn back to Revelation 13:2, 5: “The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and great authority... And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies,… 
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	…and he was given authority to continue for forty-two months.” Here we find another symbol called “the dragon”. Also notice, the beast power was to reign for a specific period of time, namely 42 prophetic months. Please remember that time in Bible prophecy is symbolic. Now let us consider each of these two symbols separately.
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	First, what is the symbol of the dragon? In Revelation 12:9: “So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; 
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	he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” So the dragon is primarily the symbol of the Devil or Satan. Secondarily, the dragon is a symbol of the agency through whom Satan works. We all know that the Devil never comes out into the open but is always behind the scenes and working through agencies or individuals. What agency was Satan using here in the context of Revelation chapters 12 and 13? 
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	We shall discover as we read Revelation 12:3-5: “...And the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born…
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	…She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was caught up to God and His throne.” Bible scholars agree this woman and man child represent none other than the Virgin Mary as she gave birth to the infant Jesus as he was born in Bethlehem’s manger, but also represents God’s church. There has been only one man child born upon this earth who was predestined to rule all nations and who was caught up unto God and to His throne.
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	Now, through whom was Satan working in his efforts to destroy the infant Jesus? Every boy and girl knows the Christmas story and how the wise men came from the East in search of the newborn king of the Jews. When the wise men did not return and tell King Herod where they had found Jesus, he became infuriated and passed a decree that all male children within two years of age should be killed. Herod was a puppet king of a vassal state of the pagan Roman Empire. Actually the authority he exercised was the authority of Rome, therefore, the dragon represents none other than the Old Roman Empire under the ruler ship of the Caesars.
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	Now let us return to the second verse and review it again. Revelation 13:2: “The dragon (pagan Rome) gave him (the beast) his power, his throne, and great authority.” The capital of the Roman Empire was the city of Rome. Naturally, the question comes, did Rome ever give to any other organization or earthly power its capital city? The answer is yes!
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	During the reign of Constantine the Great, the seat of the Roman government was transferred from the city of Rome on the Italian peninsula, further east to Constantinople, a city located in the country called Turkey today. This was a historic move. They believed a relocation of their capital would strengthen the empire. Thus the city of Rome was vacated and turned over to the jurisdiction of the religious leaders who were presiding in Rome.
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	So, from that day to the present, the church of Rome inherited the city of Rome as the center or seat of its power and influence exactly as it was predicted in this prophecy hundreds of years before it came to pass. Here is a picture of the Vatican, the world headquarters of the Roman religious system, the location that was given to it by the Emperor of Rome in direct fulfillment of Bible prophecy. We have now discovered the beast of Revelation 13 is a symbol of the Roman religious system. It represents Papal Rome.
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	“To the succession of the Caesars came a succession of the pontiffs of Rome.” La Blanca, professor of history, University of Rome: Naturally the question comes, are we sure this beast represents the papal system? Yes, there is additional evidence for proof.
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	Let us continue reading from Revelation 13:5, 6: “And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue for forty-two months. 
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	Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven.” The time element of this prophecy is very important. 
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	Please remember that time in Bible prophecy is symbolic and the “golden key” that unlocks the symbol of prophetic time is found in Numbers 14:34: “…for each day… one year.” 
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	Ezekiel 4:6: “I have laid on you a day for each year.”
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	How many prophetic days would there be in forty-two prophetic months? The lunar calendar that was in use at the time the Bible was written contained 30 days per month, therefore, we simply multiply 42 times 30 and it gives us the equivalent of 1260 prophetic days. In view of what we have just discovered, these 1260 prophetic days equal 1260 literal years.
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	First notice the prophecy said that the dragon power, Pagan Rome, would give to the beast power, Papal Rome, its seat and power and great authority. Even though Constantine gave the city of Rome to the church and established Christianity as the official religion of the Empire, the papal system did not receive a position of supreme authority until the year 538 A.D. 
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	As the Roman Empire began to disintegrate and fall apart, its divisions later became the nations of modern Europe and are represented by the ten horns of the seven-headed beast of Revelation 13. Three of these ten kingdoms opposed the Roman religious system, however, the church of Rome was successful in subduing them. They were the Heruli, the Ostrogoths and the Vandals. Note: Out of the divisions of old Rome, seven accepted the supremacy of the Bishop of Rome; the other three opposed his authority. War was made on these three. The last of the opposing powers, the Goths, were overthrown in 538 A.D. This gave papal Rome the undisputed supremacy; therefore the 1260 years began in 538 A.D. In that same year the Emperor Justinian passed a decree elevating the Bishop of Rome as the head over all the churches, the defender of doctrine and the corrector of heretics. So these two events firmly established 538 A.D. as the official beginning date for the papal power when it was given great authority. 
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	Now we add the 42 prophetic months or 1260 literal years to 538 A.D. and it brings us down through the centuries to a more recent date, 1798. The Bible says power would be given unto him to continue for 1260 years. What happened in 1798 that brought to an end the power of the papal system?
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	At that time, Napoleon was endeavoring to establish a dictatorship over all of Europe. However, he knew that as long as the religious leaders of Rome continued in power that they would have more influence over the people than he would as their emperor. So in the year 1798, exactly on time, he commissioned one of his generals by the name of Berthier to march into the city of Rome and abolish the papal government. Bertheir captured the pope and carried him away as a prisoner into exile. It is amazing to see how accurately the Bible foretold this great event. It came to pass in the very year that it was predicted.
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	John saw the beast power going into captivity for he said in Revelation 13:3: “And I saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded...” The whole world thought this was the end of the Roman religious system and that with this move the papacy was dead. However, as we study further into the book of Revelation we discover this deadly wound was to be healed. This will be made clearer when we discuss the United States in Bible prophecy. You will recognize at that time how the deadly wound, inflicted by Napoleon is to be healed.

	38[image: image38.jpg]



	Now, we proceed to additional points of identification of the beast power. We have just read in Revelation 12 and 13, that this power would blaspheme and persecute during its 1260 year reign. The question is raised, did the Roman religious system practice blasphemy and has it been a persecuting power? First of all, what is blasphemy? It doesn’t matter what you think blasphemy is or what I may consider it to be. The important thing is what does the Bible say.
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	We turn to the book of Luke 5:21 and discover that the hypocritical religious leaders accused Jesus of blasphemy. “And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, ‘Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?’” Now Jesus was God in human form and had the power to forgive sins, but the religious leaders of His day considered Him to be a mere man and so they accused Him of blasphemy. Blasphemy occurs when a mortal human being assumes the power, the position, and prerogatives that belong only to God. In light of this Biblical definition of blasphemy, the question is raised, has the Roman religious system practiced blasphemy? Practically everyone who has knowledge of this form of religion recognizes that much of the system centers around the confessional. It is claimed that the priest has the power to forgive or to hold an individual in their sins. 
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	From an official Roman publication we read: “There is a man en earth who can forgive sins and that is the Catholic priest.” Michael Muller. 
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	In another place we read: “The priest stands as a mediator between God and man.” The Pilot, May 29, 1915. I ask you in the light of the Biblical definition, is this blasphemy? I think that it is!
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	On another occasion the hypocritical religious leaders of Christ’s time accused him of blasphemy. We read about it in John 10:33. “The Jews answered him, saying. For a good work we stone thee not, but for blasphemy, and because that thou, being a man, makes thyself God.” Remember, blasphemy is when a sinful, mortal man assumes the powers, the prerogatives and privileges that belong only to God.
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	Now in the light of this Biblical definition of blasphemy, is the Roman religious system guilty? Again we quote from an official Roman source: “The Pope is not only the representative of Jesus Christ, but he is Jesus Christ himself, hidden under the veil of flesh.” The Catholic National, July 1895. In light of the Biblical definition, is this blasphemy? I think that it is.
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	We read further from Roman sources: “In 1335 Bishop Alvarez Pelayo lays down the doctrine that as Christ partook the nature of God and man, 
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	so the Pope... is not simply a man, but rather a God on earth.” Studies In Church History, C. Lee, page 389. 
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	It was against these boastful claims that men like Martin Luther and others raised up their voices and vehemently protested the blasphemous claims of papal infallibility.
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	It is very obvious that the beast of Revelation 13:1-10 is a religious power for it receives worship. In Revelation 13:4, 8 we read: “and they worshiped the beast, saying, ‘who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?’
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	…all who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” However, the papal system was more than a religious power, it was a political power as well. It was a union of church and state with the religious leaders in a position of superiority and power over the civil rulers.
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	This was made clear in Revelation 13:7: “And authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation.” 
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	Therefore, during the 1260 years of papal supremacy beginning in 538 A.D. and ending in 1798 A.D. the papal leaders ruled supreme. No one dared to take a religious position contrary to their established teachings and practices. If a king or head of state were to do so, he would be excommunicated. When this happened he might as well abdicate his position, because he would lose his influence with the people.
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	This happened to Henry IV of Germany. He found himself in public disfavor with the Roman religious leaders and was excommunicated. It was not long until he learned that he had lost his power as a king. In order to regain his position he traveled in midst of winter for an audience with the religious leaders of Rome. He arrived at the papal winter castle and stood barefooted for three days, in the ice and snow, doing penance before they would even given him an audience for his so-called mistakes. This power of supremacy was not only over the heads of government but over the common people as well. Bible-believing Christians who took religious positions contrary to the established teachings and practices of the Roman church were sorely persecuted. 
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	Persecution is graphically portrayed in chapter 12 of Revelation. It pictures the church as a woman fleeing into the wilderness for protection. A woman in Bible prophecy represents a church. A pure and virtuous woman represents the true church whereas an adulterous, harlot woman represe its an apostate or fallen church. During the 1260 years of papal supremacy God-fearing Christian people who followed the Bible and the Bible only, were forced to flee to the mountains for protection.

	53
[image: image53.jpg]Johann Bengle

Y =1y |
\‘:l\wil’ = g 5

“The beast here described is
the Papacy... Ever since the

times of the Waldenses, this

has been confirmed...




	The historian Johann Bengle writing in the 17th century said: “The beast here described is the Papacy... Ever since the times of the Waldenses, this has been confirmed… 
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	…by the blood of so many witnesses for the truth, it has been sustained at great cost by the reformation.” History affirms persecutions by the Roman religious system during the Dark Ages, and the church admits that she has persecuted.
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	The noted Catholic Thomas Aquino said: “Convicted heretics should be put to death just as surely as other criminals, because they were counterfeiters.” 
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	The Western Watchman, a Roman publication admits: “The church has persecuted. Only a tyro in church history will deny that...
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	…When she (church) thinks it good to use physical force, she will use it.” 
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	If we were to visit the congressional library in Washington, D.C. and check out just one copy of each history book that reveals these atrocities, we would have to take a ton and a half truck to carry them. It is easy to see that the prophecy has been fulfilled down to the very last detail.
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	Now let us consider a concluding point of identification found in Revelation 13:18: “Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: his number is 666.” 
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	In the preceding verse, Revelation 13:17, it speaks of the number of his name. Therefore, we shall study the name of the head man of this organization and determine whether or not the number of his name is six hundred sixty-six.
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	The official title of the papal leader is inscribed upon his crown. From a Roman publication we read the following: “The letters inscribed on the pope’s miter are these: VICARIUS FILII DEI which is the Latin for the VICAR OF THE SON OF GOD.” Our Sunday Visitor, April 1,1915. Most of you remember learning arithmetic while you were in grade school and discovered that in addition to the Arabic numbers there were also the Roman numerals. You also remember that Roman numbers are represented by the letters of the alphabet, so let us consider the numerical value of the letters of the alphabet contained in the official title inscribed on the pope’s crown. As we count the value of these numbers keep in mind that numerology was quite popular at the time when this prophecy was written. It is still popular among some cultures and peoples of today. 
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	We see on the screen in vertical fashion VICARIUS FILII DEI. And the numerical value of each letter at the side. V represents 5; 1=1; C=100; A and R have no value; I=1; U and V both have a value of 5; S and F have no value; I=1; L=50; 1=1; I=1; D=500; E has no value; 1=1, so when you add them together it comes out to be exactly 666. Friends, this evidence would be of little value unless we had the preceding facts to go with it. The 666 is not the mark of the beast, it is just one of the characteristics that identify the beast.

	63[image: image63.jpg]



	However, when we add all of the points of identification together they fit like the fingers of a glove. When the Bible began to be translated into different languages ​​and people could see thse strong evidences with their own eyes, it was given to two Catholic scholars Robert Bellarmine and Francisco de Ribera, look for an alternative interpretation to these passages that pointed to the Church Catholic Church as the power described in Revelation 13. And they did so well, one using Futurism, and other Preterism, which diverted the attention of people to whom this power really is. Since then, 99.9% of the Protestant world has “taken the bait,” based on these interpretations, and this prophecy of 2.300 years is totally misunderstood. Several false teachings have emerged from that, the most notably is that of the “secret rapture.”
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	Now I am going to ask you a question. Since we have identified the beast power, don’t you think it would be fair, to allow it to tell us what its mark of authority is? All right we shall proceed. From an official Roman publication we read: “Sunday is our mark of authority...The church is above the Bible, and this transference of Sabbath observance is proof of that fact.” Catholic Record, London, Ontario, September 1, 1923. 

	65[image: image65.jpg]



	The stage was set for this back in the days of Constantine when he, the Emperor of Rome, became a Christian and wanted all of the citizens of the empire to become Christians also. He established Christianity as the official religion of the government and supported the church government with power and treasure of the state. He commanded his armies to be baptized by marching them through rivers in masse. You see, the empire was falling apart and Constantine was trying to weld it together through a universal religion. 
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	Just a short time prior to this he had established a universal Sunday law (321 A.D.) in recognition of sun worship. But now he shifted from sun worship to Christianity. Soon the religious leaders discovered it was easier to get the pagans into their churches on Sunday than it was on the Sabbath. So they met together in the Council of Laodicea (336A.D.) and officially transferred the day of worship from the 7th to the 1st day of the week.
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	Monsignor Louis Segur says: “It was the Catholic Church which changed the rest to the Sunday...
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	…Then the observance of Sunday by Protestants is an homage they pay in spite of themselves to the authority of the (Catholic) church.” Plain Talks About Protestantism Of Today.
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	However, let us note that the Bible says in Exodus 20:8-11: “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. 
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	In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates. 
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	For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day...
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	Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.”
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	The president of Redemptorus College, Father Enright said: “The Bible says remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day. The Catholic Church says, no! By my divine power I abolish the Sabbath day and…
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	…command you to keep holy the first day of the week. And, lo, the entire civilized world bows down in reverent obedience to the command of the holy Catholic church.”
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	Priest Enright continues: “I have repeatedly offered $1,000 dollars to anyone who will prove by the Bible alone that Sunday is the day we are bound to keep, and no one has called for the money.” The reason no one has called for the money is that Sunday observance is not supported in the Bible. In fact, there is not a single text in all the Scriptures that commands us to observe Sunday or the first day of the week for any reason whatever.
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	We read in the Converts Catechism (Catholic), page 50: “Question: Which day is the Sabbath day? 
Answer: Saturday is the Sabbath day. 

	77[image: image77.jpg]Converts Catechism,
p 50, by Rev. Peter Geiermann.

Answer: We observe Sunda
instead of Saturday because
the Catholic Church...




	Question: Why do we observe Sunday instead of Saturday?

Answer: We observe Sunday instead of Saturday because the Catholic Church...
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	... in the Council of Laodicea (336 A.D.) transferred the solemnity from Saturday to Sunday. Converts Catechism, p. 50, by Rev. Peter Geiermann.
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	Again from a doctrinal Catechism we read: “Question: Have you any other way of proving that the church has power to institute festivals or precept? 
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	Answer: Had she not such power she could not have done that in which all modern religionists agree with her - she could not have substituted the observance of Sunday,...
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	the first day of the week, 
…or the observance of Saturday, the seventh day of the week, a change for which there is no Scriptural authority.” A Doctrinal Catechism, p. 174, by Rev. Stephen Keenan.
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	This comes as a shock to many sincere Protestants who observe Sunday. From the Catholic Press of Sydney, Australia, we read: “Sunday is a Catholic institution and its claims to observance can be defended only on Catholic principles... From the beginning to the end of Scripture, 
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	there is not a single passage that warrants the transfer of weekly public worship from the last day of the week to the first.” Catholic Press, August 25, 1900. You see, we have allowed the papacy to tell us, in their own words, about the mark of their authority. It is obvious beyond question of doubt that this mark involves Sunday as a day of worship.
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	Now let us return to Revelation 13:16, 17, which tell us how the mark will be enforced. “He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, 
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	and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.” According to this, economic boycotts will be inflicted against those who refuse to receive the mark of the beast. However, this will be mild in comparison to the punishment of the seven last plagues that will be brought against those who accept the mark of the beast.
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	Advocates of Sunday legislation say: “We may not be able to control the weather, but we are going to control Congress in reference to the securing of Sunday laws.” Dr. H. W. Millingon. Do you know right now, in Washington, D.C., there is an organized effort to bring about a national Sunday law. Proponents of a national Sunday law are growing in strength.
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	Another advocate of Sunday legislation a few years ago, W. S. Ireland, Archbishop of Los Angeles says: “We propose to organize a Sunday rest league and to erect a guillotine in the United States in view of which every politician… 
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	…will recognize that he is destined to be politically beheaded if he does not give us the legislation we demand.” Friends, we can see that the stage is being set for the mark of the beast. A time will come when public opinion will favor this, even though it violates our historic stand on church and state separation, and politicians in Washington will yield.
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	Another Sunday law proponent says: “We are laboring with all our might to carry the religious Sabbath (Sunday) with our right hand and the civil Sabbath with our left. Hundreds of…
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	…thousands will receive it as a religious institution (in the forehead) all the rest will receive it as a civil institution (in the hand) and thus we will carry the whole nation.” It is very interesting to see those who are pressing for a national Sunday law make reference to receiving it in the forehead and in the hand. This parallels exactly with the prophecy of Revelation 13, which we are studying today. Receiving the mark in the forehead simply means that an individual believes in Sunday as a day of rest and worship and accepts it mentally as such. The forehead is a symbol of our intelligence and our ability to make decisions as a basis for religious beliefs. Those who receive it in the hand will not necessarily accept Sunday as a day of rest and worship, but they will go along with it for convenience sake. They will be afraid of the economic reprisals and so in order to continue buying and selling they will accept the mark even though they do not believe it. 
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	According to the prophecies of Revelation there will be two classes of people when Jesus comes: those who receive the seal of God and who are protected during the time of the seven last plagues in contrast to those who receive the mark of the beast and who are the recipients of these dreadful punishments. Every individual will have an opportunity to make an intelligent decision for or against either the seal of God or the mark of the beast. Friends, this involves far more than just choosing a day. It involves your allegiance, your loyalties. Will they be given to God or to man? I ask you today in the solemnity of this hour to accept God’s Sabbath and receive His seal of approval upon your life. It is very important that you do so.
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	God says, Exodus 20:8-11: “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. 
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	…In it you shall do no work. For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth.” From our study of the seal of God we have discovered that the seventh day Bible Sabbath is the true Lord’s day. It was made by Jesus Christ at the beginning of time when He created this world and it has been observed by all of His true followers from that day to the present. It is God’s plan for man today and it will also be kept in the earth made new. Friends, are you willing to follow Jesus and obey Him in all that you do? Are you willing to give your life fully to Him without any reservations?
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	Listen to the promise that God gives to those who remove their feet from trampling on God’s Sabbath. Isaiah 58:13, 14: “If you turn away your foot from the Sabbath, from doing your pleasure on My holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy day of the LORD honorable,… 
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	…and shall honor Him, not doing your own ways, nor finding your own pleasure, nor speaking your own words, then you shall delight yourself in the LORD; 
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	…and I will cause you to ride on the high hills of the earth, and feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father. The mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
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	My friends, we have everything to gain and nothing to lose by obeying Jesus. It may not be popular at the present, but it is very pleasurable and rewarding to know that you are pleasing God with your life and following Him all the way. A decision comes - what should it be - Sunday or Sabbath? On the banner for Sunday we see all the prelates of Rome, the leaders of the popular churches, prominent political and business personalities from ail walks of life. We see them beckoning - come and stand with us. Sunday observance appears to be the easy and convenient thing to do. 
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	Now, we look to those who observe the Sabbath. We see all of God’s great men down through the ages; Adam, Enoch, Noah, prophets of the Old Testament. We see the apostles in the New Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, all the patriarchs and Testament and all the members of the early church. Looking again, we see Jesus towering head and shoulders above them all. He graciously smiles and beckons us to come stand with Him. Remember, friends, our decision is very important!
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	God will judge our worship by our decisions. I ask you today will you stand with Jesus? Will you receive His seal of approval in your life? Will you prepare now to stand during the time of trouble that is soon to break upon the world with an overwhelming surprise? Will you be among those who, when Jesus returns, will lift up your hands and exclaim, Lo this is our God and we have waited for Him and He will save us? That will be a wonderful day for all who choose to make the proper choice. 
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	As we bow our heads in prayer how many with me today will lift your hand and say, I want to be among those who receive the seal of God and are prepared to meet Jesus with peace when He comes? God bless you friends. There are many hands, it seems that most hands are raised today. 
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	Appeal and prayer.
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