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	GOD’S CLOSED DOOR AND THE UNPARDONABLE SIN 
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	A prophecy with a personal application. How can you tell when you commit the unpardonable sin? Will you recognize it when the time comes?
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	How much time do we have to prepare for heaven? Some people have until they die. Others will close their probation before death by committing the unpardonable sin. We are filled with awe as we contemplate the awfulness of committing the unpardonable sin. What is this terrible sin that God cannot forgive? There are some who think that it is committing murder, suicide, killing an unborn child, or some other terrible deed. Does the Bible define the unpardonable sin as one particular, horrible sin? No, I do not believe that the unpardonable sin is the committing of murder, suicide, or adultery. 
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	The Bible says that Mary Magdalene committed adultery seven times, and was also possessed of the devil; but when she confessed these sins, God forgave her. Some commit suicide while mentally ill and are not responsible for their actions. So it is doubtful that the unpardonable sin is the committing of murder, adultery, or even suicide.
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	What is the unpardonable sin, according to Jesus Christ? In Matthew 12:31 Jesus says: “Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men.” I am so glad that Jesus says “every sin” shall be forgiven, but we cannot sin against the Holy Ghost and be forgiven. So, according to Jesus, the unpardonable sin is blasphemy against the Holy Ghost.
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	According to the Bible, there are three members of the Godhead, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. In Genesis 1:1, 2, 26 we read that all three worked together in the creation of this world. “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth... And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters... 
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	Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness…”
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	In 1 John 5:7 it distinctly says that there are three members of the Godhead, all united as one. “For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one.” It is clear that the Holy Spirit is a definite member of the triune Godhead. The Holy Spirit is Christ’s representative on earth today. He is the true Vicar of Christ.
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	The Bible reveals that there will be two spirits in the world, the Spirit of God, or the Holy Ghost, and the spirit of the devil. We are told in 1 John 4:1: “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God.” 
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	Many are in danger of being deceived by the spirit of devils. The work of the Holy Spirit has been misunderstood by many, and the work of the devil has in many cases been attributed to the Holy Ghost. There are some who teach that the reception of the Holy Ghost results in an ecstatic demonstration, with loud noises and unintelligible speaking. But I want to say right here and now that the Holy Ghost does not affect men this way. 
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	In 1 Corinthians 14:33, 40 it says: “For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints… Let all things be done decently and in order.”
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	One of the greatest instances in the Bible of the reception of the Holy Ghost was at the baptism of Jesus. In Matthew 3:16, 17 we read: “When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove.
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	…and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’” Now I am sure that Jesus received the greatest outpouring of the Spirit in the history of the world, but after receiving the Holy Ghost, He did not start dancing and clapping His hands, nor did He throw Himself down on the ground yelling at the top of His voice. Nowhere is there a record of Jesus ever acting that way, yet He received the greatest outpouring of the Spirit that anyone could possibly receive.
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	Another outstanding instance of the outpouring of the Spirit was at Pentecost. It is described thus in Acts 2:2-4: “And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind… 
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	Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit…”
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	This was one of the greatest events in the history of the church. Although the disciples received this great outpouring of the Holy Ghost we have no record in the Bible of any wild antics, or speaking in an unknown gibberish. They did not stamp their feet to some jazzy rhythm while those around clapped their hands. No such demonstration ever occurred at the time of Pentecost. We do find that the apostles received great power to preach the Word of God, and they preached it with such power that there were thousands converted in a single day, crying out: “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” “But,” says one, “did they not speak in tongues at that time?” The answer is, “Yes, they did speak in tongues. They received the gift of tongues, and they also received other gifts.”
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	The Bible tells us of many gifts to the church after the ascension. In Ephesians 4:8, 11, 12 we read: “...When he ascended... and gave gifts to men... some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors…
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	… and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.”
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	The Holy Spirit gives various gifts to the church. In 1 Corinthians 12:28 it says: “And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues.” Notice that gift of tongues is the last one mentioned. Yet today the gift of tongues is often elevated above all other gifts. It is believed and taught by many that if one does not receive the gift of tongues, he cannot be saved. Many of the greatest Bible characters never received the gift of tongues, and yet I am sure they will be saved. There is no record of Jesus ever speaking in tongues; if He had, I believe it would have been mentioned.
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	Now when the disciples spoke in tongues on the day of Pentecost, does that mean they spoke in some strange language that nobody understood? No, for we read in Acts 2:6, 8: “...everyone heard them speak in his own language.” The disciples did not begin to shriek and shout in strange sounds that no one understood,nor talk in a peculiar language that had never been heard before, but they spoke in tongues that the people understood. There were people gathered in Jerusalem, on that special occasion, from different parts of the world, and the apostles preached to them in their own tongues. And the people said to one another: “And how hear we every man in our own tongues, wherein we were born?” Therefore the disciples spoke intellgible languages, understood by the people of different nationalities. They did not shout unintelligible sounds that no one could comprehend.
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	Satan has tried to counterfeit every truth in the Bible. He has endeavored to counterfeit the gift of tongues also. Strange though it may seem, the African witch doctors speak in unknown tongues, but would you say this is a gift of the Holy Spirit, or is it the gift of the spirit of devils? These devil worshippers become very excited, shouting unintelligible sounds, clapping, screaming and chanting. With the rhythm of the torn toms, and the hand clapping, they sound very much like the self-styled Holy Ghost meetings in some of the churches today. 
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	The same is true of the American Indian and other heathen religions that practice spiritism. Paul says: “God is not the author of confusion.” What does God think when He sees a so-called Holy Ghost revival, claiming the gift of tongues, but acting too disgraceful to be called Christian.
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	ILLUSTRATION: In one instance loud screams, strange jabbering, and jungle rhythms emanated from the revival tent. Women acting most disgracefully, were lying in the sawdust and young girls were rolling around on the ground as if demon possessed! Later the minister was actually arrested for drunk driving. Was this a true demonstration of the power of the Holy Spirit of God?
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	ILLUSTRATION: The Houston, Texas, newspaper reported the experience of a 61-year-old carpenter who carried his crippled wife into a church to be healed. Soon she jumped to her feet and rushed outside to die beneath the wheels of a passing car. She prayed, preached, jabbered in an unknown tongue, and then it was as if an unseen power raised her up and took her outside, throwing her under the speeding automobile. Would any true Christian say that the Spirit of God would cause one of God’s children to commit suicide? My personal conviction is that it was the spirit of the devil that did all.
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	Many people today are deceived by Satan. They think they have received the Holy Ghost when it is really just manifestation of the devil’s power. God tells us in Acts 5:32: “And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey Him.” Many who claim to have the Holy Ghost today are willfully breaking the commandments of God. God distinctly says that He will not give the Holy Ghost to those who disobey His commandments.
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	Let us read the words of Jesus in John 14:15-17: “If you love Me, keep My commandments. And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever the Spirit of truth…”  
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	The life of anyone who receives the Holy Spirit, will be characterized by obedience. “ Keep my commandments” says Jesus. “Then I promise to send the Holy Spirit.”
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	In John 14:21 Jesus says: “He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.” Anyone who does not keep God’s commandments, every one of them, cannot expect to receive the Holy Ghost. If you love God, you will want to keep His commandments-the first, the second, the third, the fourth, and all the rest.
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	The Bible says in 1 John 5:3: “For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome.” How can a person claim to love Jesus, claim to have been converted, and yet absolutely refuse to obey His commandments? What would you think of a child who claimed to love his parents, but refused to obey them?
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	In 1 John 2:4 we are told: “He who says, ‘I know Him,’ and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” Many say that they know Jesus, that He is their Saviour, that they have been saved by grace, and yet they are not willing to obey him. God says such people are liars. Please remember that I did not say that anyone is a liar, but God says so in His Word. Only those who are carnal will refuse to obey God’s commandments. 
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	Romans 8:7 “Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.” 
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	Will the Lord impart the most wonderful gift of all, the Holy Spirit to a man who is in open rebellion against Him? No, dear friends, the gift of tongues, the gift of healing, and all of these other gifts are not given to individuals who oppose God’s law. Many who think they have these gifts are truly deceived.
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	Why did Jesus promise to send us the Holy Spirit? Let us read the most outstanding reason in John 16:13: “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth…” Notice that Jesus says the Holy Spirit will guide us into all truth. Now the question is. Are we willing to let the Spirit of God guide us into all the truth? Is it possible that the Spirit has impressed some truths upon our hearts and minds that we have refused to receive?

	36[image: image36.jpg]John 9:28, 29

A\
P iy

- "f,:
AD

“...we are Moses’ disciples.
We know that God spoke to
Moses; as for this fellow, we
do not know where He is
from.”




	Many people reject the truth saying: “What was good enough for my grandfather is good enough for me,” just as they did in the days of Christ. The people in those days said, John 9:28, 29: “...we are Moses’ disciples. We know that God spoke to Moses; as for this fellow, we do not know where He is from.”
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	Thus they rejected the truth, following what their parents had always believed rather than accept Jesus Christ as their Saviour. So today many say: “The religion of our forefathers is good enough for me. New light I will not accept.”
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	Dear friends, God will not hold your forefathers responsible for what they had not heard. For in Acts 17:30 it says: “These times of ignorance God overlooked...” 
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	But if after hearing the truths from the Bible, you reject them, God says, James 4:17: “Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.”
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	Let us pray earnestly that the Spirit may lead us into all truth. Jesus says in John 14:26: “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” It is clear from this text that the Holy Spirit will teach the followers of Christ all the truth.
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	Just before Jesus ascended to heaven He said to His disciples, Matthew 28:19, 20: “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations… teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you.” So the Holy Ghost helps us to understand all the truth and we will be so filled with the Holy Spirit that we will tell others what we have learned. 
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	In John 16:7, 8 Jesus told His disciples: “...if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. And when He has come, …
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	He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.”
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	The Spirit is the convicting power. The Holy Spirit may work through preachers or others to bring conviction to human hearts. The question is, how do we respond to that influence? Some put off the decision. 
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	In Acts 24:25 we read: “...Felix was afraid and answered, ‘Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I will call for you.’…
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	Dear friends, do not harden your hearts when truth is presented. Do not say, “No, I will not receive it now. I cannot make the sacrifice now. I do no want to stand for the truth today. Somebody might laugh at me, or persecute me. Perhaps some day I will do what God wants, but not today.” I beg of you, do not procrastinate until it is too late.
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	In Hebrews 2:3 Paul says: “How shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation...” Neglect! O, let us pray for the Holy Spirit to come into our hearts today! God’s Spirit will guide us into all truth, and convict us of our sins, so that we will want to put them away, confess them, and do wrong no more, if we will only open our hearts to the truth. Let us not neglect salvation. Tomorrow may be too late!
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	Now the important question is, “what is truth?” Jesus says in John 17:17: “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.” 
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	If the Holy Spirit is to guide us into all truth, and the Bible is the truth, then the Spirit will guide us into the whole truth of the Bible. I have heard people say, “Yes, that is in the Bible all right, but I am going home to pray that the Holy Spirit will show me what is right.” Now, friends, the Spirit will never show you anything that is not in the Bible.

	50[image: image50.jpg]‘ - 2 Peter 1:21

e || “For prophecy
never came by
the will of man, buf*l%‘?ry men
of God spoke as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit.”




	The Holy Spirit is the Author of the Bible and He will never contradict Himself. In 2 Peter 1:21 we read: “For prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” 
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	ILLUSTRATION: One woman went home and prayed about which day she should keep as the Sabbath, and while praying she saw the word “Sunday” in burning letters on the wall, and was convinced that was the day to keep. She rejected the truth of God, and grieved His Spirit. For the Holy Spirit, the Author of the Bible was surely not the spirit that told her to keep Sunday. 
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	It is through the Word of God that the Spirit stirs our hearts and we have the desire to do right. In Hebrews 4:12 it says: “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, …
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	and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”
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	We must not turn our backs on the truths of the Bible and harden our hearts to the pleading of God’s Spirit. I have had people tell me that they would like to go home and pray about the matter of baptism to see what the Spirit would show them.
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	Whenever we do this we are actually tempting God, and are leaving ourselves wide open to the deceptions of the devil. For we read in 2 Thessalonians 2:11, 12: “And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie,… 
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	…that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” This shows plainly what the results of rejecting thetruthwillbe. God will leave us in utter darkness.
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	My friends, are you being led by the Holy Spirit? In Romans 8:14 it says: “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.” If the Spirit is leading you, then you will walk in the light just as soon as God reveals it to you. It will not matter what your preconceived opinions may have been, you will not hesitate when you see God’s way, but you will walk in it.
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	ILLUSTRATION: A man who had been living in sin a long time once attended a series of meetings and fell under deep conviction. After a stirring sermon on the judgment the man came to the minister with tears streaming down his cheeks and said: “I believe what you preach. I am not able to sleep, and I have paced the floor night after night. My soul is greatly troubled. I know I should surrender to the pleadings of the Holy Spirit and give my heart to Jesus”. But his wife opposed him and brought every obstacle and objection that she could-what the neighbors would think, how hard it would be for the children, and how fanatical. Anyway he listened to her and hesitated about accepting the truths that had been so clearly presented from the Bible. Hoping she might change her attitude, he put off the day of decision. Finally the meetings closed and still he had not surrendered to God. Such a sad thing to grieve away the Holy Spirit by rejecting the truth.
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	Months later the minister returned and visited the man. As they sat on the porch he said: “Friend, do you remember the night you said you were convinced that you should give your heart to God?” The man replied: “Yes, I remember it very well. I was very deeply convicted. But I put it off and as time has gone by I don’t have any burden to keep the Sabbath anymore. In fact, I am working on the Sabbath now, and it does not bother me a bit.” The minister pled with him, telling him the danger of grieving away the Spirit of God, but to no avail. His heart was like stone. When the Spirit of God has convicted us of His truth and we let someone else be conscience for us, whether we realize it or not, we are grieving away the Holy Ghost.
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	In Genesis 6:3 God said to Noah: “My Spirit shall not strive[a] with man forever...” God’s Spirit will not always strive with us either. There will come a time when the Spirit will leave us and we will have committed the sin against the Holy Ghost.
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	In John 6:44 Jesus says: “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him” The Father draws us through the working of the Holy Spirit. We do not come to God whenever we choose, but we come as the Spirit draws us. When we refuse to be drawn, and we harden our hearts, or hold back, we are grieving the Holy Spirit. When we become true Christians, the Spirit will lead us day by day into a higher and higher experience.
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	Some people think that it doesn’t matter how they live or act, or what they do just as long as they profess to be believers in the Lord Jesus Christ; but this is not so. James 2:19, 20: “You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe and tremble! But do you want to know, o foolish man, that faith without works is dead?” So whatever profession we make, it is useless unless we do what God tells us to do.
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	Have you ever heard that still small voice speaking to you? Some people call it CONSCIENCE. In Isaiah 30:21 the Lord promises to speak to us when we are tempted: “Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, ‘this is the way, walk in it,’ whenever you turn to the right hand or whenever you turn to the left.”
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	I trust that we will keep ourselves in tune with heaven so we may hear the Spirit’s voice as He guides us. Do not grieve your Savior, for by continuing to do so, you grieve away the Spirit. Do not dare to put away the Holy Spirit when He is trying to draw you nearer to the Savior. So many times when we come to some cherished sin that we do not wish to give up we turn away from the pleadings of the Holy Spirit. We all have battles: some have violent tempers, others struggle with pride; some have habits of lying, or stealing, or other sinful thoughts and deeds. Even if you do not desire to go any further in your Christian experience, it is a serious thing to refuse to be led by the Spirit of God.
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	When God’s Spirit speaks to us and convicts us of sin, we should welcome that conviction; but if we will not heed the warning of the thing to refuse to be led by the Spirit of God. still small voice, the time will come when it will no longer be heard. When an individual reaches the point where there is no more conviction of that sin, and no longer any inclination to ask God to forgive him for that sin, he has committed the unpardonable sin. Why is unpardonable? Because he will not ask God to forgive him.  

	66[image: image66.jpg]John 6:37

one who comes to Me |
by no means cast out.”




	God will pardon any sin that we ask Him to forgive, for in John 6:37 we read: “...All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out.” The one who has grieved the Holy Spirit reaches the place where he has no desire to do what is right, and does not ask to be forgiven. The unpardonable sin is the unconfessed sin. Many harden their hearts and finally reach the place where those sins of which they were convicted no longer seem to be wrong.

	67[image: image67.jpg]



	Take the Sabbath, for instance. Many who at one time confessed that the seventh day is God’s Sabbath have hardened their hearts against it, and reached the point where they will argue that it is not the Sabbath at all; therefore they will not ask God to forgive them when they break the Sabbath. It is a very dangerous condition when a person says that the sin he is committing is all right, that he does not see anything wrong in it, for God cannot forgive when we reach that state. It is apparently not the degree of sin but the measure of repentance and forgiveness that counts. 


	68[image: image68.jpg]



	Moses was forgiven murder. Paul persecuted and put to death the Christians. Jacob lied to his father and stole from his brother. Peter cursed and denied His Lord. But all these sins were forgiven and these men became good Christian workers for God. Why? Because they heeded the still small voice calling them back to God. They let the Spirit of God lead them back to repentance.
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	David had committed some great sins against God. But in his sorrow he cried, Psalm 51:10, 11: “Create in me a clean heart, o God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me away from Your presence, and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.” David had broken the commandment that says: “Thou shalt not commit adultery.” Yes, and he had broken the commandment that says: “Thou shalt not kill,” and he was concerned lest God should take the Holy Spirit away from him. O, how I wish we would be so concerned today!
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	The sin against the Holy Ghost is a gradual process. 
ILLUSTRATION: Suppose a little boy steals an apple from a fruit stand, runs away in guilt and fear, hiding as he eats it. Each day he steals an apple and each day his feeling of guilt becomes less. After a while he is not the last bit convicted of its wrong. Finally he is brazen, even boasts, claiming that he has a right to the apples. That is the way it is with people who grieve the Holy Spirit.
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	Proverbs 16:25 says: “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.” 
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	Many criminals today try to justify themselves for their deeds. In fact it is a rare thing to hear anyone admit his guilt. It is possible to pursue a wrong course so long that one finally feels that he is right. When he first begins the downward path he is deeply troubled; but finally the conviction leaves him. He has grieved away the Holy Spirit. If we turn off our alarm clocks every morning as soon as they ring and go back to sleep again, after a time we will not even hear the alarm clock go off. If we have other gods before the God of heaven; if we love this world, its fashions and its pleasures more than we love our heavenly Father; or if we continue lying, stealing, or breaking any other commands of God, we will eventually grieve the Spirit away, and conviction will be gone.
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	There will be many when Jesus comes who have committed the unpardonable sin without realizing it. In Matthew 7:22, 23 we read: “Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name,...

	74[image: image74.jpg].‘i .k Matthew 7:22, 23

[

.. and done many

wonders in Your
name?’
And then | will declare to
them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from Me, you who
practice lawlessness!’




	…and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’
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	It is evident from this that many think they are good enough because they belong to a church, and attend regularly. But there are many in the church who are still living in adultery, or lying, and cheating; and of course most of the people in the churches today are willfully breaking the Sabbath commandment. There are many who are at odds with their neighbors and holding grudges in their hearts. Jesus will say to all these people when He comes: “depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.” Dear ones, it is not enough to belong to a church. We must obey God and do what He wants us to do.
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	ILLUSTRATION: It is a sad thing when someone forsakes the truth of God for this world. A very fashionable woman once attended some evangelistic meetings, and when she realized what a sacrifice it would mean to be a Christian, she became so troubled that she got up and left the meeting. One of the evangelists followed her outside the church and heard her say, “O God I cannot give up my social career and all the pleasures of life. O, Spirit of God, please leave me alone!” Five weeks later she was killed in an accident. From all appearances, she had no hope of salvation.
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	ILLUSTRATION: In a hospital of a distant city a young man lay dying. His mother suggested calling the minister, but the son answered: “No, Mother, it would do no good. Two years ago I was in a revival meeting and was deeply convicted, but I walked out and prayed, ‘O God, take this conviction from me and leave me alone!’ God heard my prayer and the Spirit left me. I have no desire whatever to be a Christian.” Isn’t that a terrible way to die? I hope that each one of us will sense the sounding of the alarm, and if we find that we are growing cold, that we will wake up before it is too late. 
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	We must be true Christians, for the hour is late and Jesus soon will come. My God help us that we may never grieve away His Holy Spirit; that this fire of conviction may never be quenched in our hearts, and that today each one of us may cease to resist the pleadings of the Spirit. 
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	Remember, dear ones, the unpardonable sin is just the unforgiven sin, and God will forgive today, if you will just ask Him to do so. 
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	Appeal and prayer.
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