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	Can we talk with the dead? Do they know what is happening in this world? Don’t get trapped. Learn how to avoid spirit world connections. Hear this prophetic revelation on the pure truth about the death.
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	We are dealing with a very important subject today. The question comes, are the dead living in another world? Can they see, hear, and know what is happening in this world? Five minutes after you die, where will you be? In heaven? hell? purgatory? or asleep in the dust? What really happens to a person when he dies? 
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	There’s nothing man dreads and fears so much as death. There are 151,600 deaths every 24 hours. Just think of the mighty army that is passing away everyday. People of all religions and races, rich and poor men alike, all must die; black or white, educated or ignorant - all must pass away.
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	Today we shall discover that spiritism deals with the subject of death. Advocates of spiritism claim that we can communicate with the dead. 
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	First let us consider two definitions - one from a secular source and another from a spiritualist source. First, the dictionary: “SPIRITISM... the theory that mediumistic phenomenon are caused by the spirits of the dead.” Webster Dictionary. So the dictionary calls it a theory. We shall soon see that it is more than that. The claims of spiritism go deep into the issues of life.
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	Now we turn to the definition of spiritism from a Spiritualist Manual: “Spiritualism is the science, philosophy, and religion of continuos life”.  Here we see it is called a science, a philosophy and a religion. Therefore, it has a broad based appeal attracting those with a scientific background, a philosophical bent, or a religious slant toward life. It says in plain simple language that the dead do not die; that life continues on after death.
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	ILLUSTRATION: Perhaps some of you remember Bishop Pike years ago, a notable leader of a major denomination, whose’ son committed suicide. Bishop Pike appeared on national television with a spiritist by the name of Ford. Mr. Ford allowed his body to be the medium for the so-called spirit of Pike’s son; through which the so-called spirit of the son spoke to his father before the eyes of the nation via television. This created considerable interest in spiritism and caused a lot of people to begin to investigate its claims. 
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	In recent years spiritism has become very popular. Motion pictures, television, computer games and numerous publications have glamorized spiritism. The concepts of spiritism are introduced on a variety of television programs where we and our children absorb its philosophy on a weekly basis. We see behind the scene intelligences communicating in weird ways. Harry Potter and many other series. Through entertainment we are subconsciously accepting the premise that when a person dies he continues on in a spirit world.
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	Here is a picture of a spiritualist seance. The seance usually occurs in a darkened room where a group of people sit in a circle and are led into the experience by one who is called a medium. Strange things happen in seance chambers. There are apparitions and voices of friends and loved ones who have died. They speak in familiar tones about things which are common knowledge to those who are talking. The medium gives his or her voice over for the spirit to use. Serious advocates-of spiritism are increasing at a very rapid rate.
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	The Bible says in Romans 6:23: “For the wages of sin is death…”
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	And in Ecclesiastes 9:5: “For the living know that they will die; but the dead know nothing…” In view of this we can clearly see that any voice that breaks the silence of the tomb is out of harmony with the Bible. Automatically the question comes, if the dead know not anything, then who are the spirits in spiritism?
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	In order to properly understand this subject, let us go back to the beginning of our Bibles where it pictures the creation and fall of man. We read in Genesis 3:1: “Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, …
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	…‘Has God indeed said, You shall not eat of every tree of the garden?’”
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	Here we find Satan speaking to Eve in the Garden of Eden through the medium of a serpent. Eve was amazed to hear an intelligent voice coming from this beautiful creature.
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	We continue by reading the next two verses. Genesis 3:2, 3: “And the woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, …
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	You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’” Eve fully knew the instructions that God had given. However, the insinuating question, raised by the serpent, caused her to doubt the validity of God’s instruction.
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	Notice the serpent’s reply to Eve’s affirmation of God’s statement concerning the tree of knowledge of good and evil in Genesis 3:4, 5: “… You will not surely die. For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” Here is where Satan told the first lie on planet earth. It is a lie that people have inherently wanted to believe from that day to the present, that is, when a person dies he does not actually cease to exist but continues on in the spirit world.
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	Notice what a prominent spiritist by the name of E. W. Sprage says: “Spiritualism says that the dead know more than the living, and the serpent said unto the woman, ye shall not surely die, Genesis 3:4…

	22[image: image22.jpg]& e

By < & ; E. W. Sprage
54 Za

‘{f'u

)

\ﬁ .4

...In this, as in many other
Bible passages, the devil
told the truth and the lord is
in error.”




	… In this, as in many other Bible passages, the devil told the truth and the lord is in error.” Friends, this is a bold and blasphemous statement. So we can see at the beginning that spiritism is drastically out of harmony with the Bible.
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	It is regrettable to see prominent clergymen of the popular churches endorse the philosophy of spiritism. Norman Vincent Peale a person that many admire, declares: “Both sides of death live in unbroken fellowship… All the facts point to the continuing existence of our loved ones... 
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	… We shall be united with them, meanwhile, we continue in fellowship with those who dwell in the spirit world.” 
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	Today spiritism is accepted and practiced in many of the nominal churches of the Christian world. This is alarming in the light of what the Bible teaches. However, to fully understand the claims and practices of spiritism, we must find out what the Bible teaches on the subject of death. Since death is the exact opposite of life, it will be helpful to understand how God created man when life was given at the beginning. 
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	In Genesis 2:7 we read: “And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground… Visualize God’s creation of man. First, he fashioned his body in the likeness of his own image. Picture Adam with a brain ready to think, but it wasn’t thinking; a heart ready to beat, but it wasn’t beating; blood ready to flow, but it wasn’t flowing. 
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	Then the Bible says, Genesis 2:7:  God… breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.”  So it took the union of the body plus the breath of life to produce a living being.
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	It is important to notice that God did not give man a soul, but that he became a living soul as the result of the union of the physical elements of the body with the breath of life. Let us consider what happens to a person when he dies. We read in Ecclesiastes 12:7: “Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it.” 
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	Please note, when a person dies the exact opposite occurs. When the spirit or breath of life returns back to God, then the body decays and returns to the elements of the earth. Now we know that the body - the spirit = a dead soul, just as the body + the spirit = a living soul. But, what is the spirit that goes back to God?
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	It may surprise you to learn that the words breath and spirit in the scriptures come from the same Hebrew and Greek words. Therefore, breath and spirit mean the same thing. This is emphasized in Job 27:3: “As long as my breath is in me, and the breath of God in my nostrils” So the Bible teaches the breath and the spirit are identical. The breath of life is the spark of life that God induces in the act of creating a living being. God and God alone has the power to give life. When a person dies, the breath of life or spirit that returns to God, is simply the life-giving power of God going back to its original source.
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	David makes this fact very clear in Psalms 104:29: “You take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.”
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	The apostle James also presents this great truth in James 2:26: “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.” All Bible writers agree, the breath and the spirit are the same thing. They never refer to the spirit as being immortal or never dying or possessing an intelligent existence after death.
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	In fact, the words soul and spirit are used more than 1,800 times in the Bible and never does it say they are immortal or never dying. But to the contrary, the Bible declares in Ezekiel 18:4: “Behold, all souls are Mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is Mine; the soul who sins shall die.” Repeatedly the Bible indicates that the wages of sin is death and that man ceases to exist until the resurrection morning when the body and spirit of life are reunited again. Then he becomes a living soul again. Obviously, the teaching of the immortality of the soul is out of harmony with Holy Scripture.
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	Let us read again from Ecclesiastes 9:5: “For the living know that they will die; but the dead know nothing, and they have no more reward, for the memory of them is forgotten.” Friends, whom shall we belive? The Bible or the teachings of spiritism? Remember, it is unsafe to take a religous position that is contrary to the Word of God. When we do so, we become vulnerable to Satan’s deceptions and are wide open for the attacks of Satan.
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	Many people hold to the belief that when a good person dies he goes directly to heaven. However, the Bible says in Psalms 115:17: “The dead do not praise the LORD, nor any who go down into silence.” Surely if the righteous were in heaven, they would sing and shout praise to the one who had delivered them from death. The righteous as well as the wicked are resting in their graves until the great resurrection day. Then the living will praise the Lord, having been redeemed from death.
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	Now notice what the Apostle Peter taught on the subject of death as he spoke on the day of Pentecost. Acts 2:29, 34: “Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day… 
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	…For David did not ascend into the heavens”. Now David was a man after God’s own heart. If anyone were to be admitted into heaven at death, it surely would have been David. Yet Peter declared, “For David did not ascend into the heavens”. Peter said he is still in his grave, awaiting the resurrection, at the second coming of Jesus.
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	The Apostle Paul also taught that he would not receive his reward of eternal life at death, but at the time when Jesus returns. We read in 2 Timothy 4:7, 8: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, 
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	…which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” So, the apostle Paul also upheld this great truth, that the crown of life would be given at the appearing of Jesus. He indicated that our rewards would not be received one at a time as we pass through death from this life to the next, but everyone will receive their crown of life at the same time when Jesus appears the second time without sin unto salvation.
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	Please notice what Paul says about the glorious experience of the resurrection of the dead. We read in 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52: “Behold, I tell you a mystery: we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet…
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	…For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” Oh, what a wonderful day that will be! Loved ones long parted will be united again. They shall enjoy the fullness of life in never dying, incorruptible bodies.Friends, are you anxious for Jesus to come?
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	1 Corinthians 15:53, 54: “For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, …
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	…and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: ‘Death is swallowed up in victory.’” Therefore, both Peter and Paul taught that they would receive their crown of life when Jesus returns the second time to resurrect the dead. 
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	Peter said, 1 Peter 5:4: “And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.” 
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	Jesus also taught the great truth of the resurrection. John 5:28, 29: “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth those who have done good, …
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	…to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.” Jesus emphasized there would be two resurrections. He referred to them as the resurrection of life, for the righteous, and the resurrection of damnation, for the wicked. 
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	Daniel likewise referred to the two resurrections. We read in Daniel 12:2: “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting contempt.” So the Bible plainly reveals that all people, both the righteous and the wicked, are asleep, resting in their graves until their respective resurrections.
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	The apostle Paul strongly emphasized the resurrection of Jesus makes possible the glorious resurrection of the righteous. We read in 1 Corinthians 15:16-18: “For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins!…
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	…Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.”
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	Thank God that Jesus gained the victory over death. The grave could not hold Him! He also has the power to resurrect all of His faithful followers to life again.
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	ILLUSTRATION: A woman heard her first sermon on this subject one evening. Afterward she came to the speaker and said, “Pastor, you have presented a very sad picture today. I have been so happy thinking of my loved ones enjoying the beauties of heaven, but you tell me they are asleep, resting in the graves until the resurrection morning.” The pastor replied, “Well, let us assume that you die and go to heaven. Then you observe your daughter dating a young man who has the drinking habit, they have an automobile accident and are rushed to the hospital where the physicians and nurses fight desperately for their lives. She lives, but she is an invalid the rest of her life. 
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	You see a younger woman with questionable character enticing your husband into marriage. It is obvious that all she is wanting is the beautiful home and all the things you and your husband have worked so hard to secure.” The woman said: “Stop right there, I see the Bible way is the best way.”
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	Jesus spoke of death as a sleep. It is a dreamless peaceful rest, where there are no burdens, anxieties, or cares. Jesus called the death of Lazaurs sleep in John 11:11, 14: “...Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I may wake him up. Then Jesus said to them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead.’” 
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	Remember, at first Jesus told the disciples that Lazarus was sleeping. They thought he was resting and the crisis of his illness had passed. Then when Jesus saw they did not understand, he plainly revealed the fact to them, Lazarus was dead. So, according to Jesus, death is as a sleep. 
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	David also declared in Psalms 127:2: “…For so He gives His beloved sleep.” This is a beautiful truth when properly understood.
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	But says one, what about the thief on the cross? Didn’t Jesus promise him that they would both be together in paradise that day? We read from Luke 23:43: “And Jesus said to him, ‘assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.’” 
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	Friends, Bible facts reveal that neither the thief nor Jesus went to Paradise on that day. The thief did not die on that day. He was still alive when the soldiers took him down from the cross, so they broke his legs so he could not get away.
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	Also, when Jesus appeared to Mary on the resurrection morning, he proclaimed in John 20:17: “…Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father…” So, on the third day after His death, Jesus clearly indicated that He had not yet ascended to the Paradise of God where His father’s throne is located.
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	Then, what was Jesus telling the thief as they hung together on the cross? He was simply saying. “Verily I say unto thee today - today when it doesn’t seem that there ever will be a kingdom - today when it appears that all is lost - today when it seems to be hopeless - thou shalt be with me in paradise.” Jesus was simply answering the thief’s request, “Lord, remember me when thou comest in thy kingdom.” It was obvious the thief wanted to be remembered not that particular day, but when Jesus returned to set up His Kingdom. Even the thief had the right theology.
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	How did the popular teaching of the immortality of the soul ever come into the nominal churches of the Christian world? It is one of many pagan philosophies that came into the church when paganism and Christianity were amalgamated into one universal religious system that was supported by the Roman government. William E. Gladstone said, “The pagan doctrine of the immortality of the human soul crept into the back door of the church in the early centuries.” Watchman, April 1940. 
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	You see this teaching is a perpetuation of the first lie that Satan told in the Garden of Eden when he said to Eve in Genesis 3:4: “Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘you will not surely die.’” This hoax has been accepted as the central belief of practically all heathen religions and unfortunately to the majority of Christian religions since that day to the present. It forms the basis for the philosophy and practice of spiritism.
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	I quote now from a spiritualist source: “Spiritism is God’s message to mortals, declaring the ‘there is no death,’ that all who have passed on still live, …
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	that there is hope in the life beyond for the most sinful.” The Progressive Thinker, May 18, 1929. So spiritism advances the idea that there is a second chance for salvation after the grave. This is one of the deceptions of Satan. 
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	The Bible teaches us in Hebrews 9:27: “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment” There is no second chance!
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	ILLUSTRATION: Where did modern spiritualism have its beginning? Its history is traced back to the year 1848 to the home of the Fox family in Hydesville, New York. The Fox family rented an old house and soon noticed unusual noises such as rappings and knockings. The two daughters who slept in a bedroom together, became dreadfully frightened when noises ocurred. They would call for their parents for help. The father would come and check the windows, look under the bed, in the closet, but when he left the room the noises would start again.
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	One night Kathryn, the older girl, after listening to a persistent knocking cried out: “Here, split-hoof, do this.” She snapped her fingers twice and immediately there were two sharp and distinct knocks in answer to hers. She then asked for the spirit to knock again and indicated how many times. Amazingly, the answer came just as she requested. The girls worked out a code and began to transmit messages back and forth. Soon they learned there was a man buried in the basement of their house who had been murdered. They dug in the basement where they were told by the spirit, and they found the skeleton of the man. Naturally, the neighborhood was aroused and the Fox sisters stirred up quite an interest in what they were doing. It was not long until they were putting on demonstrations and people came from everywhere to observe their communications with the spirit world. 
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	In the Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol. 25, p. 705, it says: “The ‘spitualistic movement’  spread like an epidemic.” Soon the Fox sisters had so much success that they finally made it a profitable business. They travelled throughout the United States and made many public appearances and continued until the last years of their lives. This was the beginning of modern spiritism in North America. 
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	We read in the Encyclopedia Americana, Vol. 25, p. 422: “A wave of interest in spiritism spread...and the number of adherents... mounted above the ten million mark.”
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	Naturally, the question comes, who are the spirits in spiritism? Who is responsible for these communications? The Bible makes it plain, Revelation 12:9: “Satan, who deceives the whole world” Yes, the Bible teaches that Satan, or the Devil, was at one time a beautiful angel in heaven. He was called the anointed cherub, which means that he had an exalted position next to the throne of God.
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	Speaking of Satan, God said, Ezekiel 28:15: “You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, till iniquity was found in you” You see, God created Lucifer a beautiful intelligent being with the power of choice. God does not force obedience. He wants us to serve him because we love him and because we choose to do so. However, Lucifer perverted his powers of choice and persued a course of rebellion against God.
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	We find what happened as we read from Isaiah 14:13, 14: “For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; 
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	I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.” 
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	It is obvious that Lucifer developed “I” trouble. His love and affections were turned inward to himself. He became so self-centered that he believed all of his power and beauty originated within himself. He became resentful toward God because of the adoration and worship that He received from the Heavenly angels. Lucifer eventually persuaded a large number of the angels to join with him in a rebellion against God, which caused war in heaven.
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	We read in Revelation 12:7, 9: “And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought,…
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	…but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. So the great dragon was cast out, …
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	…that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.”
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	Next we read a warning in Revelation 12:12: “...Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.” So the spirits of spiritism are the forces of Satan and his evil angels. 
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	The apostle Paul said, 2 Corinthians 11:14: “And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light.” Remember, if Satan and his angels have the ability to transform themselves into angels of light, they can also transform themselves into the appearance of a departed loved one or friend.

	79[image: image79.jpg]Ephesians 6:12

dy “Fo Wi

flesh and bloo‘
principalities, agai
powers, against the ru f
the darkness of this age,...





	This is why the apostle Paul declared that we must seek the protection of God against Satan, our adversary. We read in Ephesians 6:12: “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, …
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	…against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.” So the Devil and his angels, knowing time is short, recognize they will soon be destroyed in the lake of fire. Therefore, they are doing everything within their super-human abilities to deceive and destroy people. One of the worst of Satan’s deceptions is that of spiritism.
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	Also note the Bible teaches that the spirits of devils will drive the nations of this earth to the battle of Armageddon. Revelation 16:14: “For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, …
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	…to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.” If our eyes could be opened, we would see sinful fallen angels at work throughout the world today, bent on their deceptions and destruction of the human race. Satan is a liar and a murderer from the beginning. He is the author of war and he wants to destroy as many as possible. He hates God and hates man because he was made in the image of God.
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	We can understand better why the nations of the world are bent on an armaments race toward a suicidal war. They are being unduly influenced by the evil spirits - the spirits of devils. It saddens my heart to learn that many of our leaders in Washington, D.C., faced with the perplexities and the problems of this critical age, are turning to session chambers for answers to their questions. This is something that God abhors and that will ultimately bring our ruination and downfall.
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	Notice God gives an explicit warning against turning to this source for information. We read in Leviticus 20:6, 27: “And the person who turns to mediums and familiar spirits, to prostitute himself with them, I will set My face against that person and cut him off from his people…
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	A man or a woman who is a medium, or who has familiar spirits, shall surely be put to death; they shall stone them with stones. Their blood shall be upon them.” You see, God abhors seeking the devil’s counsel. He pronounces destruction and death upon those who do so!



	86[image: image86.jpg]1 Samuel 28:11, 13

And he said, ‘Bring t
Samuel... ‘what did
And the woman said to Sau
‘I saw a spirit ascending ot
of the earth.’”




	Remember the fate that came to King Saul as he sought counsel from the witch of Endor. We read in 1 Samuel 28:11, 13: “Whom shall I bring up for you? And he said, ‘Bring up Samuel… ‘what did you see?’ And the woman said to Saul, ‘I saw a spirit ascending out of the earth.’”
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	When we deliberately place ourselves on Satan’s ground we are surely to be deceived and eventually destroyed. Later Saul died as a lost suicide on the battlefield. When the spirit of God was withdrawn from him, he sought counsel from the witch, but he found no comfort nor consolation from the evil spirits.
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	Today there are many subtle influences at work which are drawing people under the spell of spiritism. Some are attracted to the study of parapsychology, they investigate ESP - extrasensory perception - only to discover that they are deceived by the alien intelligences that communicate with them. Others delve into demonology, witchcraft, and the occult religions that also emphasize contacts with the spirit world. 
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	Devil worship has come to the fore and has been surprisingly received by the youth of our nation through movies, games, applications, computer games, audio books and music. Please friends, do not venture onto Satan’s ground. Do not investigate these mystic religions and occult sciences. They will degrade and destroy you. That is the purpose of Satan.
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	The apparitions and voices of the seance chamber are indeed a counterfeit comfort. They are not the voices of your departed loved ones and friends. Satan is taking extreme disadvantage of individuals who at the time of sorrow and bereavement are most easily influenced. When their hearts are crushed with grief and remorse he overwhelms them with his super deceptions. Not only does Satan deceive people with spiritism during the hour of sorrow, but also during the days of youthfulness and pleasure- seeking. He has tricked many a young person into communication with the evil spirits through the ouija board or through handwriting on a slate or through communication with glass tumblers that give messages in code form. We should be very guarded and careful not to allow our children or other members of our family to participate in what may outwardly appear to be harmless games. Actually, they are receiving counsel from the unseen intelligences of the spirit world. This will inevitably lead them to a deeper involvement with spiritism, and will cause most of them to be eventually destroyed.
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	Remember, God and God alone knows tomorrow! Do not seek counsel from fortune tellers or astrologers. They know nothing about the future. Their influence will lead you into a more serious consideration of the occult and a deeper involvement with spiritism. Remember, the Bible says, “The living know that they shall die, but the dead know not anything.” So do not seek a comfort in this false hope. You will inevitably be disappointed!
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	Also, remember the experience of Bishop Pike. He began to delve into the mysteries of spiritism. He left the moorings of the Bible and the time-honored values that it places on life. He divorced his wife and married a younger woman. He soon found himself participating in things that he never dreamed that he would do. Eventually, he lost his life in some strange experience that occurred in the death valley of the Bible lands, where Jesus encountered Satan in the wilderness temptation. He apparently went out seeking a similar confrontation and Satan took his life. This is a classic example of what happens to those who become involved in spiritism.
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	Today, satanism and devil worship have become widespread. Whoever would believe that the youth of Christian America would be given over to such diabolical things. Murders are committed in the name of offering sacrifices to the devil. Young people whose lives are out of harmony with the word of God say, “It seems Satan is so near and God is so remote.” So they seek a relationship with the power that seems so near. Satanic music and other wild amusements prepare their lives for a close and worshipful relationship with the Devil. They actually become his disciples and the evil spirits control their lives.
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	As a result, people are making much ado about exorcism today. There has developed an increasing need for those who can dispel the evil spirit from persons who are being controlled by them. The movie the Exorcist attracted wide attention, Damian the Phophecy, Harry Potter and many others, not altogether due to curiosity, but because people are having that horrible experience. Satan has also used this movie as a means of enticing young people to adventure and have a rendezvous with the Devil.
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	Modern devil worshippers even pray to Satan. A Christian minister had a debate with a spiritist and before the debate began the minister offered a prayer for God to send His Holy Spirit to be with him. The devil worshipper, or satanist minister, also offered a prayer to the devil inviting his presence and prayed, “Oh, Devil, prince of demons... I beseech thee to hear my prayer... Bless thy servant in his labors before thee... enable him to defend thee... 
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	…so that this audience may realize that thou art a prayer-hearing and prayer-answering devil.” Signs of the Times, May 10, 1967.
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	It is very apparent that Christians should have nothing to do with spiritism. Spiritism denies the authority of the Bible, the personality of God, the diety of Jesus Christ, the blood of atonement of Jesus, the resurrection of Jesus, the second coming of Christ, and the resurrection of the dead. Remember this point, when we are out of harmony with one teaching of the Scriptures, such as the state of the dead, Satan can use it to our disadvantage. It may eventually lead us to take positions where we will deny the wonderful love of God and the whole plan of salvation.
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	ILLUSTRATION: A Christian literature salesman visited in a lady’s home one day. As they discussed the subject of death she said, “Oh, I have had a wonderful exprience. My son who was killed in the war visits me and we talk together here in this room quite frequently.” The Christian salesman replied, “Lady, in the light of what we have studied, he is not your son.” “Oh,” she said, “he most surely is. I could never believe otherwise.” He counseled, “But please, the next time he comes ask him to tell you who he is in the name of Jesus.” Some weeks later he returned to her home. She met him at the door and said, “Please come in.” “It was not long after your visit that my son appeared. When I demanded that he tell me who he was, he refused! However, I insisted in the name of Jesus. A horrible look came over his face and as he flung himself out the door he answered, ‘the devil’.”
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	ILLUSTRATION: Another individual awakened one night to find himself in a death struggle with an unseen force. When powerful hands began to choke him, he cried out for help in the name of Jesus. Yes, as he gasped that precious name, freedom came and he was released. Also, peace came into his heart immediately! 
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	ILLUSTRATION: Another minister moved into a large house which was later reported to be haunted. He heard all kinds of strange noises, rapping, and rattlings. One night in the midst of winter they heard a sound in an upstairs bedroom and they went up to investigate and found muddy tracks all over the bedspread. No one was in the room. They looked at the stairs on the outside of the house and found not one footprint in the snow. Everything was undisturbed. They got down on their knees and prayed earnestly that God would expel the evil spirits. 
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	How thankful we should be that Jesus, who gained the victory over Satan in heaven and cast him out, is still the stronger. Remember, we will gain the victory if we call Him for assistance in our time of need.
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	Turn to the writings of the apostle Paul in 1 Thessalonians 4:13: “But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope.” Dear friends, this is a subject that God would fully have us to understand. It is basic and vital to our relationship to Him.
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	We read in 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17: “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
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	Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.” I am looking forward to that wonderful day when Jesus returns and opens the graves of our departed loved ones. He shall appear in all His beauty and power and cry, “Awake, awake, ye that sleep in the dust of the earth. Arise unto everlasting life.” Friends, God’s way is the best way. His truth, when fully understood and received in the heart brings comfort and peace and assurance like nothing else can bring.
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	Will you accept Jesus Christ as your personal Savior? Will you accept His victory over death and the grave? Will you accept the truth that He is returning again to reward those who have received Him as their personal Savior and who have confessed their sins and by faith claimed the promises of forgiveness and lived in loving obedience to His commands? When that day comes, it makes no difference whether you have passed on in death or whether you are alive, death will be swallowed up in victory. These mortal bodies will be changed to immortality. The righteous who are alive will be caught up together with the dead who are resurrected to meet the Lord in the air and we shall reign with Him forever and forever. I ask you today friends, how many of you will lift your hand toward heaven and determine with me that you want to have that experience? God bless you my friends. Yes, accept Jesus now so you can have that wonderful experience then! 
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	Appeal and prayer.
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