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	The thing that you want more than anything else. It will give you peace of mind to face a troubled world. Receive security unlimited.
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	Many of you are wondering, is it necessary to be baptized in order to be saved? Today we will study the Word of God and find the answer to this question. We sometimes refer to baptism as the gateway to a new life. You see, baptism has a great amount of significance. It was instituted by Jesus Christ before His death on the cross.
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	There are three days in the average person’s life that tower above all others. The day of his birth, the day of his marriage, and the day of his death. The ordinance of baptism is comparable to all three of these events in the spiritual experience of the believer. Now, concerning two of these events we have nothing to say, namely the time of our birth and the time of our death. However, we do have something to say about our marriage. But what do these three important events in the life of an individual have to do with baptism?
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	First of all, baptism symbolizes the spiritial experience known as the new birth. When Nicodemus came to Jesus one night, he asked, “What must I do to be saved?” Jesus answered, “Ye must be born again.” We read in John 3:5: “Jesus answered, ‘most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.’” So the ceremony of baptism is outward evidence of a person’s spiritual birth. Also notice, when Nicodemus asked what he must do to be saved, Jesus said, “be born of the water and of the Spirit.” Therefore, we cannot enter heaven unless we are born both of the water and of the Spirit. This is important!
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	Baptism is the marriage ceremony that unites us with Christ. We read in Galatians 3:27: “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” So baptism is not only a ceremony which represents our new birth, but it also represents our wedding to Christ. You have not put on Christ until you have experienced the marriage ceremony. You have not been married to Christ until you have been baptized. So baptism represents a birth and a marriage. 
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	It also represents a death - the third outstanding event in the life of an individual. Baptism certifies the believers acceptance of Christ’s death for his sins. It also symbolizes the believers death to sin. Romans 6:3: “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?” Baptism, then, represents a birth; it represents a marriage; and it represents a death. It represents our new birth; our marriage to Christ; and our death to sin.
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	Yes, baptism is very significant! Jesus tells us when we are baptized we are baptized unto his death. Friends, baptism must be important because it was necessary for Jesus to die in order for us to be saved. And we are told to be baptized unto His death. Then baptism must be very important or it would not have been instituted. But, unless some get the idea that an unbaptized person is certain to be lost, let me say right here, while it is necssary to be baptized, there are exceptions.

	11[image: image11.jpg]



	We think of the thief on the cross. A short time before his death, he asked Jesus to remember him when He came in His kingdom. That very moment, Jesus assured him that he would be accepted into His kingdom. Here is an example of a thief, a hardened criminal, who experienced the new birth and gave his heart to Christ at a time when baptism for him was impossible. Now, if the thief had been given an opportunity to be baptized, it would have been different. Some point to the thief on the cross and say, “He got by without baptism, maybe I can too.” Let’s not go that far and presume on the mercies of God. On the other hand, we do not want to limit the mercy and justice of God. If a man accepts Christ at his last moments of life and is truly converted he will be saved. However, do not take the chance to wait until the last moment. 
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	You may be killed instantly in an accident or die suddenly of a heart attack. It is not likely for a sinner to be saved without baptism if he plans it that way. But if a person reaching the end of life’s journey is really and truly converted and cannot possibly be baptized, we certainly would not want to limit the mercy of God by saying that such a man could not be saved any more than we would say that the thief on the cross cannot be saved.
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	You may say, I believe in baptism, but how are we supposed to be baptized? Some believe in sprinkling or pouring, some believe in being baptized as a baby, some believe in being baptized face up, others face down, some think we should be put under the water several times and others think we should be immersed just once.
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	In order to understand the correct mode of baptism we must understand its symbolism and the experience it represents. First, baptism is one of the essential steps to salvation. Jesus says, Mark 16:16: “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.” How can anyone say, “I don’t think it makes any difference.” How we trifle with the Word of God and the direct commands of God! Some do that with the Sabbath commandment. They say, “I don’t think it makes any difference which day we keep! I will not worry about that.”
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	When Jesus comes, many will say, “Haven’t we attended church every week and given good gifts and prophesied in thy name?” Let us read Matthew 7:22: “Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’” Notice these people have made a profession of Christianity, they appeared to be zealous church workers and thought of themselves as good people, 
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	but Jesus will say unto them, Matthew 7:23: “…I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!” Now, iniquity is sin, and sin is the transgression of God’s law! Some people deliberately refuse to accept the teachings of God’s Word on baptism, the Sabbath, and other scriptural truths.
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	Jesus says, Matthew 7:21: “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.” There is only one way to know the will of God and that is to study the Bible. It is through the Bible that God’s will is made known. There are some people who accept what their fathers believed and they believed what their fathers believed and if you go back far enough, these erroneous beliefs will take you back to the Roman Church and beyond into paganism. So the only safe way is to follow the Bible.

	18[image: image18.jpg]Mark 1:9

was baptized by John m@?:
Jordan.”




	Are you willing to follow the example of Jesus? Let us read what Jesus did: Mark 1:9: “It came to pass in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized by John in the Jordan.” John the Baptist was baptizing by immersion. If not, then why was he baptizing in the River Jordan? If he had been baptizing by sprinkling, all he would have needed to do was carry a bottle of water around with him. Then he could have baptized people at any place, even out in the desert.
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	The Bible says, Jesus went down into the River Jordan and was baptized. We read in Mark 1:10: “And immediately, coming up from the water, He saw the heavens parting and the Spirit descending upon Him like a dove.” Notice: The Bible says, “coming up from the water.” If Jesus were sprinkled I do not see any need for Him to walk down into the water and then come up out of the water again. If He were sprinkled, John could have put a few drops on Him while standing on the banks of the Jordan.
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	As Jesus came up out of the water He received the Holy Ghost. God the Father also spoke, Mark 1:11: “Then a voice came from heaven, ‘you are My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’” 
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	It pleased God that Jesus was baptized, for just as soon as He was baptized, God told Him so. It also pleases God when you are baptized in the same way. Please notice that while Jesus was quietly kneeling in prayer on the banks of the Jordan River He received the annointing of the Holy Spirit. He did not have an ecstatic experience. The Holy Spirit descended on Him, to empower Him to live a victorious life and to accomplish His ministry.
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	Yes, the Bible says Jesus was baptized. He went down into the water, and came up out of the water. The church followed this method of baptism for centuries. Dr. Stanley says: “For the first 13 centuries, the almost universal practice of baptism was that of which we read in the New Testament, and which is…
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	the very meaning of the word ‘baptize’ that those who were baptized were plunged, submerged, immersed into the water.” Christian Institutions, chapter 1, paragraph 2. page 19. The word “baptize” comes from the Greek word “baptizo” which means immerse, or cover over. We cannot immerse by sprinkling a few drops of water on somebody’s head.
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	Let us review the experience of Philip when he baptized the Ethiopian after he had been instructed in the Scriptures and had accepted Jesus. We read in Acts 8:36, 37: “…they came to some water. And the eunuch said, ‘see, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized? Then Philip said, 
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	‘If you believe with all your heart, you may.’ And he answered and said, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.’” Here is emphasized the necessity of Bible instruction and belief in Jesus before baptism. Now believing in Christ means to accept Him and to follow His example in all things. When we believe in Jesus with all our hearts, as did the Ethiopian, we will delight to obey Him in all points.
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	Notice the procedure. Philip thoroughly instructed the Ethiopian, the Ethiopian responded and believed with all his heart what he had been taught, and accepted Jesus as his Saviour. What was the next step? We read in Acts 8:38: “So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him.” If Philip had baptized him by sprinkling, what was the need for both of them to go down into the water? He wanted to follow both the command and example of Jesus, so he went down into the water as Jesus did and was baptized by immersion. We should always say what was good enough for Jesus is good enough for me.
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	In Colossians 2:12 we read: “Buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.” Many do not want to accept what God says. They do not want to keep the day God tells them to keep. So they substitute another day. They do not want to be baptized as God says, so they substitute a few drops of water by saying, “God is not so particular.” But God says, buried with Him. How can you baptize, immerse, or bury anyone by sprinkling?

	28[image: image28.jpg]



	ILLUSTRATION: Suppose one of your loved ones died and you went to the cemetary and saw the casket resting on top of the ground and no grave was prepared. Then after the service the undertaker sprinkles a handful of dirt over the casket and says, “Now I buried this man.” You would be outraged. You would say this is ridiculous. How can anyone be buried by putting a handful of dirt on a casket? Likewise how can you bury a poor sinner who is dead to sin by putting a few drops of water on his head?
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	Paul also says in Romans 6:4: “Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
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	…even so we also should walk in newness of life.” Notice, we are also to be brought up out of the watery grave to newness of life, just as Jesus was raised from the grave so that He might have eternal life. So baptism also is symbolic of the resurrection of Jesus as well as His death and His burial. 
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	Paul continues in the next two verses, Romans 6:5, 6: “For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 
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	knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.” Again, friends, when you plant something, you bury it. We cannot be baptized in the likeness of Jesus’ burial by sprinkling or pouring. Also observe that the old life of sin is to be buried with Him and then we are to be raised to walk in a newness of life as a new person in Christ Jesus.
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	Let us observe the beautiful symbolism of baptism as taught and practiced by Jesus and His disciples. The believer is buried beneath the water, out of sight of the world, with his eyes closed and his breath held, in complete representation or likeness of a burial. Then when he is raised out of the water, he opens his eyes, catches his breath, and mingles again with his friends in complete likeness of a resurrection. So baptism symbolizes the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, and it symbolizes our death to sin and the burial of the old life of sin and it symbolizes the new birth and our resurrection to life as a new person in Christ Jesus.


	34[image: image34.jpg]



	Some baptize face down, but I never heard of anybody being buried upside down, have you? Some believe in triple immersion. What would you think if you went to the cemetery and saw the undertaker put the casket down and bring it up three times? You would say that certainly isn’t very sensible and likewise triple immersion is not Biblical. That is not being planted in the likeness of Jesus Christ for He was buried just once. Jesus was buried and came forth from the tomb in the newness of life, so we are to be buried in the same way Jesus was. We are to die to sin and be buried in the watery grave. We are to come forth from the waters in the likeness of His resurrection to walk as He walked. That is real baptism! That is Bible baptism.
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	Now that we have discovered the correct mode of baptism, let us consider some of the necessary steps that lead a person toward this experience. Jesus commissioned His disciples in Mark 16:15, 16: “...Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.” First we see it is important that each individual hear the gospel and believe it. The Bible says we are to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and accept Him as our Saviour from sin. This means far more than just giving mental assent to accepting Jesus as the Son of God. It means believing enough to be willing to follow and obey all that Jesus instructs His followers to do. “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”
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	Again, Jesus said, Matthew 28:19, 20: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,… 
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	…teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” We are to teach all the things that Jesus has commanded and not what the pope has commanded or what the minister has commanded, or what somebody else has commanded. The first step toward baptism is to hear the gospel - all of it. The second step is for them to believe what they have been taught. If we baptize people without teaching them all of the gospel and they in turn do not come to the place where they understand and believe all of it, then we are making a mistake.
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	We have discovered that the first step is to be taught; the second step is to believe; and now the third step is that of repentance and the forsaking of sins. On the day of Pentecost, Peter said in Acts 2:38: “...Repent, and let every one of you be baptized...” When the Holy Spirit comes to your heart and convicts you of sin and you feel the burden and guilt of your sins to the point that you want to be free, then you are experiencing repentance. It is a Godly sorrow for sin. The Bible says we are to confess our sins. 
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	We are to get down on our knees and pray to God and ask for His forgiveness, and claim the promise, 1 John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
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	Some have asked if it is necessary to be baptized the second time. The Scripture tells of certain believers who at the Lord’s direction were baptized the second time. The second baptism came when they were at an advanced stage in their spiritual growth and experience. We are told in Acts 19 that the apostle Paul came to Ephesus and found some believers who had been baptized by John the Baptist. These persons had accepted all the light they had received up to that point. We read in Acts 19:3, 4: “And he said to them, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’ So they said, ‘Into John’s baptism.’ 
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	Then Paul said, ‘John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.’” So here were people who had been baptized by John, and it was right that they should have been, for they accepted all of the truth that John taught and they repented of all of their sins and were baptized. But now Paul is teaching more truth, he has advanced light on God’s truth, and explains things that they had never heard from John.
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	Paul taught them about the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus for their sins. He taught them about the work of the Holy Spirit in their lives. As they heard these things, something happened. In Acts 19:5: “When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.” Yes, they gladly accepted the new light, advanced truth, the fullness of the gospel as it was proclaimed to them. When this happened, Paul instructed that they should be rebaptized. Perhaps there are some here this evening who have been living up to all the light available, but now realize you have been following the Lord only part way. Now you have decided to go all the way with Jesus and keep all of His commandments, including the Sabbath, and you feel you should be baptized into the whole message of truth as revealed in God’s Holy Word.
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	Baptism is not only the gateway into the new life, it is also the door to the church. Paul declares in 1 Corinthians 12:13: “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks...” The Bible , teaches we are to be baptized into the body of Jesus, which is His church. Sometimes individuals say, I want to be baptized, but I do not want to join the church. That is like saying, I want to go through that door, but I do not want to enter the next room. It is impossible! The purpose of baptism is to admit us to the family of God.
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	Paul made it clear that the “body of Christ” is synonymous with the church. In Colossians 1:23, 24: “...I, Paul, became a minister. I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking…
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	…in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church.” He says in plain, simple language, the church is the body of Christ. So when we are baptized into the body of Christ, we are truly to be baptized into the church and become members of that great body of believers. The early New Testament church was an organization made up of many individual congregations of believers. And more than that, the New Testament church was a definite organization and had an appointed leadership and governing rules and policies.
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	The apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 4:17: “...I teach every where in every church.” What was the result of this preaching of the gospel? 
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	We are told in Acts 16:5: “So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and increased in number daily.” Now why did the churches increase so rapidly? 



	48[image: image48.jpg]Acts 2:47

“...And the Lord added to
the church daily those who
were being saved.”




	We are told in Acts 2:47: “...And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.” You see, admission to church membership was the door to salvation. The various congregations that were raised up were called churches, but they were a part of the larger church organization called the body of Christ, or the church of the living God. So it is today! God’s true church of the last days will be organized in the same way. It will be a worldwide organization of local congregations, all harmoniously moving together, proclaiming he gospel to all the world, under leadership of those who have been appointed, just as Christ appointed the apostles to be the leaders of His early church. 
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	God has always had His church on earth. We read in Acts 7:38: “This is he who was in the congregation in the wilderness…”
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	And in 1 Thessalonians 2:14: “For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God which are in Judea in Christ Jesus...” 
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	And these churches were well organized, for in Acts 15:4 it says: “...they were received by the church and the apostles and the elders...” They early church had preachers, teachers, deacons, elders, dorcas leaders, janitors, etc., just as it does today. Someone says: “I don’t join the church because error is taught in churches.” I agree, I would not want to be a member of a church that teaches anything contrary to God’s Word. I would not want to become a part to the propagation of that error. I am responsible to God for my influence. This is the only good reason that I know of for not belonging to a church. We should not be associated with churches that are teaching error.

	52[image: image52.jpg]% 1 Timothy 3:15
SN 41 >

"~ = -You m‘ i

the house of God w. his
the church of the living God,
the pillar and ground of the
fruth.”




	In 1 Timothy 3:15 it says: “...you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” When Jesus established the church it was His intent that the church should teach and defend truth and not change it. Truth is eternal! It is unchangeable! No church has the right to alter one word, verse, or chapter of the Holy Scriptures. The Bible is to stand just a God has given it to us, the complete Word of God that must be taught in our churches.
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	Sometimes you hear people say, “I don’t join the church because I am financially unable.” How sad that churches have come to the place where the poor feel out of place. What a tragic commentary on Christianity of today. Friends, in the eyes of God the rich and the poor are all alike. In God’s true church the rich and poor stand on the same level. For God is no respector of persons.

	54[image: image54.jpg]Malachi 3:10

“Bring all the tithes into the
storehouse... and fry Me
now in this...




	God has given a fair and equitable plan for the support of His church. In Malachi 3:10 we are told: “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse… and try Me now in this… 
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	if I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it.” Now if you are rich, this means that you bring much into God’s storehouse. However, if you have very little, it means that you bring a small amount; and, if you have nothing, then it means you give nothing. Could you have a plan that is more fair than that? Listen friends, God has promised showers of blessings if we are faithful in returning the tithes and the offerings to Him. Now, if there is anything I desire, it is to be blessed of God. I am sure this is your desire too.
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	I have heard some say, “I don’t join the church because I’m not good enough to belong.”  Do you know anyone who is good enough to belong to God’s church? Those who give this excuse are at least humble and they realize they are sinners. Actually, they are much closer to the kingdom than those who say they don’t need to belong to the church because they are good enough just as they are. It is amazing to see how many are perfectly satisfied with themselves. They are hypocrites of the worst order.
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	Remember Jesus said in Matthew 19:17: “...No one is good but One, that is, God...” No one should ever classify themselves as good. And likewise, no one should ever wait to join the church until they are good enough to join. This is a fatal mistake! The Bible reveals the people Jesus receives and is most interested in are always those who do not think they are good. And those who think themselves very good are not so well thought of by Jesus.
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	The invitation of Jesus is to come just as we are. Come with your sins. Matthew11:28: “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”
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	Often we hear, “I don’t join the church because there are hypocrites in the church.” To hear some people talk you would think most church members are hypocrites and that everyone on the outside of the church is pretty good. People love to point out the faults of others, tearing them apart like cannibals. Then after dismembering those who are in the church, they stand outside and say, “I’m a whole lot better than they are.” We admit that there are some hypocrites in the church. This cannot be denied. In the parable of the sower, a man sowed good seed, and while he slept an enemy came and sowed tares. Now what was to be done about this? 
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	Jesus said in Matthew 13:30, 39: “Let both grow together until the harvest... the harvest is the end of the age...” Therefore, do not stay out of the church just because there are hypocrites. Hypocrites are found in just about every kind of organization. That should not discourage the rest of us who are trying to do right. Suppose you lived back in the time of Jesus and looking over the church books you would see the names of James, John, Jesus. But just a little further down is the name of Judas, and right on the same page too! So you say, I don’t want to belong to this church because Judas is a member. If you had taken such a position then, you would have excluded yourself from salvation. It is a beautiful experience to be close to Jesus and enjoy the protection and salvation that He offers through His church.
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	Some say, “I don’t join the church because I just have neglected doing so.” Procrastination or neglect is going to be one of the sins that will jam hell to its very doors. There are a lot of good, well-intentioned people in the world who know what is right and they intend to obey it someday but not now. They are always looking for a more convenient set of circumstances. This is one of the devices of Satan that he uses so successfully. The more you put something off, the easier it is, until the day comes when you don’t feel so strongly about it as you once did. Then you are in a real dangerous position. 
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	God says in Hebrews 2:3: “How shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation…” Friends, this is a question that God Himself cannot answer. There is no escape if we neglect. Most people’s days are so crowded with the cares of this life and the pleasures of the world that few have time to think of their spiritual salvation. The world is rushing on at a mad whirl of excitement, leaving scarcely a moment to think of eternal life. Dear friends, when your name comes up before God in judgment, will God have to say, “Depart from me, I never knew you.” Remember, now is the time of salvation. Respond now and give your heart to Jesus. Do it now while the door of mercy is open.
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	I feel sorry for the people who say, “I don’t join the church because I am ashamed to belong.” Many have climbed so high in society and business they have lost their spiritual sense of balance. They have no respect for the church of God. Now some are ashamed because of the small size or lack of splendor of the church building, or are ashamed because the members are not dressed in the latest fashions. It is possible that they are ashamed of Jesus. Friends, if you feel embarrassed to belong to a church that keeps the commandments of Jesus, then you are ashamed of Jesus. Jesus is not ashamed to be identified with us! Paul says He is not ashamed to call them brethren. Isn’t that wonderful? Jesus is not ashamed to call us brethren. Not ashamed for us to be united with His church, to be members of His royal family. 
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	The apostle Paul declares in Romans 1:16: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes...” In Paul’s day Christians were despised and hated. I am glad that such an educated, rich, refined and powerful man as Paul was not ashamed to come out before the whole world and take his stand with Jesus and His church. There are many today who have talent and who will give their all to Jesus and unite with His church.
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	Although there are many reasons for people not joining the church, the last we will consider is this one. “I don’t join the church because I think it is unimportant.” One woman said, “I don’t think you need to belong to a church. I don’t believe in belonging to an organization.” The church is an organization; it has officers, a meeting place, a time for meeting, and it also has its rules and regulations. Now, what is wrong with all that? This is the way that Jesus established His church. I know of no organization, such as a club, lodge or union that does not have as much. The church is far more than a disassociated group of believers. It is real. It is an organization. The body of Christ is organized. God is the author of order, not of confusion.
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	The Apostle Paul declares in Ephesians 5:25: “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her.” You see, Jesus loved you so much that He gave His life for you. He also loves the church because of that same wonderful fact. Those who respond to His love and accept Him as their personal Saviour and who lovingly follow in His footsteps, obeying all of His commandments, are the very ones that He loves supremely. How can anyone say that belonging to His church is unimportant. The church was so important that God gave His only begotten Son, and Jesus loves the church more than anything else in this whole world. Friends, I want to be a member of the church that Jesus loves so dearly, don’t you?
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	God pictures His true church proclaiming the gospel to all the world during the last days. We read in Revelation 12:17: “And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, …

	68[image: image68.jpg]. [ Revelation 12:17

o8
ey

...who keep the
commandments of God and
have the testimony of Jesus
Christ.”




	who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” So God’s last-day church will be a commandment-keeping church. This will include the observance of the seventh-day Bible Sabbath. Friends, it is a wonderful thing to be a baptized member of the church that is pictured here in Revelation 12:17. Remember, the Sabbath is a sign or a seal of our sanctification. It reveals to the Lord that we have a close love relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. Remember, Jesus said, “If you love me keep my commandments.” When you find the church that keeps the Commandments of God you should recognize it as God’s remnant or last-day church.
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	According to Revelation 19:10: “For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” So God’s true church of the last days will be identified as those who keep His commandments and have the gift of prophecy. Yes, they will know and understand the great prophecies of the Bible. But more than that, they will have the gift of prophecy operating in their midst. Now you may look the world over and you will find but one church that even makes the claim to keep the commandments and to have the gift of prophecy! That is the Seventh-day Adventist Church.We have discovered that God’s remnant or last-day church will be a commandment-keeping church which has the gift of prophecy. We also must recognize that it will be a world-wide body of believers.
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	Jesus said one of the signs of the last days would be, Matthew 24:14: “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.” So the true people of God in the last days will be observing the seventh-day Bible Sabbath and will be proclaiming the everlasting gospel to all the world, as a witness unto all nations, just before Jesus returns. Now I would certainly want to be baptized and become a member of a world-wide body of believers who are doing the will of God when Jesus comes back, wouldn’t you?
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	In addition to proclaiming the same gospel that Jesus and the disciples taught, which includes the observance of the Bible Sabbath; God’s last-day church will also proclaim the special messages of warning found in the book of Revelation. They will be teaching the three angels message of Revelation. We read in Revelation 14:6: “Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth ...
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	... to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people. 

Now notice that in addition to the everlasting gospel, a special message of warning will be given. The next verse describes this message. Revelation 14: 7 “Saying with a loud voice, ‘Fear God and give glory to Him,…
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	... for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.’” So the true church of the last days will proclaim the judgemente hour message.
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	They were to appear at the very time when the great 2300 day prophecy revealing the date when the investigative phase of God’s judment was to begin in heaven. 
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	Today, we are giving that message of warning with power to the whole world. The hour of His judgment is come. In addition, they are to call people to worship the God that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters. And this is done through the observance of the seventh-day Bible Sabbath, which is a memorial of creation. Again friends, I would certainly want to be baptized and become a member of the church that is proclaiming the judgment hour message and the calling of people back to the worship of the true God who is the creator of all things, wouldn’t you?
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	Now notice the second angel’s message in Revelation 14:8: “And another angel followed, saying, ‘Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication…’” Friends that is why we have spent so much time in pointing out the apostate, fallen condition of the Christian world, and exposing all of the false teachings that are not based upon the Bible. This false system of worship is referred to as Babylon and there is a special message saying, “Babylon is fallen.. .come out of her my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, thatyou receive notofherplagues.” Again, I certainly want to be baptized into a church that is a called-out body of believers, who have come out of Babylon, into the fold of safety, wouldn’t you?
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	In addition, the true church of the last days will also be proclaiming the third angels message of Revelation 14:9, 10: “Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, ‘If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead
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	…or on his hand, he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. 
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	He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb…’”
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	Again friends, this is why we will spend so much time in these series identifying the beast and examining its mark. You see, in addition to the everlasting gospel, there are three special messages that must be proclaimed with power to the inhabitants of planet earth just before the time of trouble beings. It is wonderful to know that at the same time when the warning against the mark of the beast is being given, that God will seal His servants in their foreheads. Again my friends, I certainly want to be baptized and belong to the church that Jesus is sealing through the ministry of the Holy Spirit wouldn’t you? I certainly want to be among those who receive this seal, will go through the time of trouble, and are prepared to meet Jesus in peace when He comes, wouldn’t you?
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	God’s true church of the last days will also be proclaiming the message of the other angel pictured in Revelation 18:1, 2: “After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven,…
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	… having great authority, and the earth was illuminated with his glory. And he cried mightily with a loud voice, saying, Babylon the great…
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	‘…is fallen, is fallen, and has become a dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated bird!’” Now friends, it isn’t easy to expose the mistakes and the false teachings of the fallen religious organizations in the world today. But this is a message that we must proclaim and it must be done so all of God’s children will hear His voice and come out before it is too late!
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	Yes, the true church of the last days will not only be proclaiming His warnings, but they will also be offering His invitation. In Revelation 18:4, we read: “And I heard another voice from heaven saying, ‘Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues.’” God in His mercy wants us to be saved. He wants us to avoid receiving the mark of the beast. He wants us to receive His seal of protection. He is calling you today, my friends, to stand with His people, to keep the Sabbath, to belong to the body of believers called the remnant church which keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus. Is that your desire today?
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	Now I have fully identified God’s remnant church of the last days. Remember, the remnant of anything is the last of the original. So as we have been identifying God’s true church of the last days, as revealed in the book of Revelation, we have also been identifying the original New Testament church. It is a world-wide body of believers that believe in the everlasting gospel, that love the Lord Jesus Christ, and are preparing for His coming. Now I certainly want to be baptized and belong to that church, wouldn’t you?
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	We must be willing in all things, even in the observance of the true Lord’s day, the seventh-day Sabbath. We must be willing not only to prepare ourselves for Christ’s second coming, but to help others get ready. We must be willing to proclaim the warnings and invitations as they are found in the last book of th Bible, the book of Revelation. I ask you today, how many of you, with me, are willing to go all the way with Jesus and make that all-important decision to be baptized and unite with His church? If so will you stand? God bless each of you!
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	Appeal and prayer.
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