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06. GLOBAL SCOURGE STRIKES ALL WITH 666 MARK 
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"Teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)
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	Will military and industrial science with atomic radiation, nerve gas, and germ warfare precipitate the seven last plagues of Revelation? What about Armaggedon?
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	ILLUSTRATION: Some years ago Dwight L. Moody left on a trip and turned his pulpit over to a young associate minister. As the young man stood before the congregation, they wondered “What can he tell us that Mr. Moody hasn’t already presented?” It seemed that their pastor had practically exhausted all the great themes of the Bible. 
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	The young man announced his text, John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” He presented a beautiful sermon on the love of God. To their surprise the second week he announced his text as John 3:16 and gave another inspiring sermon on the love of God. The next week and the next he used John 3:16 until he had presented an entire series on the love of God. Friends, this theme is inexhaustible. How grateful we should be for God’s unchanging love!
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	The disciples came to Jesus and asked, Matthew 24:3: “Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” He gave them a list of political, economic, social and religious conditions that would exist in the world marking the nearness of His return. He said one sign of His soon coming would be the preaching of the gospel to all nations. 
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	We read in Matthew 24:14: “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.” The messages that you hear from this pulpit are being proclaimed to every nation, kindred, tongue and people. We are fulfilling one of the signs of the last days.
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	The gospel of Jesus brings conviction to the hearts of listeners. This was true on the day of Pentecost and it is true today. When the people cried out” What shall we do?” Peter replied, Acts 3:19: “Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.” It is very important that we repent and confess our sins so they may be blotted out of the great record books of heaven.
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	Jesus has promised, if we will repent of our sins, He will forgive. We read in 1 John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” The all important question should be, have I repented and confessed of my sins? Are the records of my life clean in the books of heaven? We have a choice: either our sins will be blotted out or our names will be blotted out of the book of life.
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	We read in Revelation 3:5: “He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.” 
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	Jesus is telling us that each one can be an overcomer and that if we gain the victory over sin in our lives, that our names will remain in heaven’s great Book of Life. When our names are called before God in the judgment then Jesus will be able to step forward and plead our cases before His Father’s throne. I want Jesus to represent me in the day of judgment, don’t you? God’s judgment is something that everyone must face. There is a day of reckoning for every human being who has ever lived on this earth. Then our eternal destiny will be determined by our decisions. 
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	The wise man Solomon declared in Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14: “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is man’s all. 
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	For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or evil.” Friends, it is very important that we obey God’s commandments, because it is by His holy law that our lives will be measured in the great judgment day.
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	The Apostle James also emphasizes this great fact when he said, James 2:12: “So speak and so do as those who will be judged by the law of liberty.” Obviously he is referring to God’s eternal Ten Commandment law, because he speaks of adultery and killing.
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	It is a sad fact but true; many professed Christians are going to be rejected when they appear before God on the judgment day. Jesus made this clear in Matthew 7:22, 23: “Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 
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	And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” According to the scriptures iniquity is sin, and sin is the transgression of God’s law. (1 John 3:4) Many who have ignored or repudiated God’s law will have to come face to face with it in judgment.
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	According to the prophecies of Revelation, the day will soon come when every single person living on planet earth will be frozen or forever fixed in their spiritual condition. The decree will ring forth as we read in Revelation 22:11: “He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.” At that time the entire population will be divided into just two classes - the saved and the unsaved, the saint and the sinner, for the great investigative judgment in heaven will have been completed and it will have been determined who will be saved and who will be lost.
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	Notice what happens immediately thereafter. Jesus returns to give the rewards. We read in Revelation 22:12: “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work.” We conclude that since Jesus is coming to give the rewards of eternal life or everlasting destruction, each case will have already been decided and so it will be. Everyone’s record will have been reviewed in the investigative judgment scenes of heaven before Jesus returns.
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	Jesus said it will be just as it was in the days of Noah. Remember when Noah and his family went into the ark? The door was closed and those who were on the outside were lost, eternally lost, while those on the inside were saved - eternally saved. 
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	Jesus said in Luke 17:26, 27: “And as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man: They ate, they drank, they married wives, …
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	…they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.” Just as it was then so will it be in these last days. God will close the door of mercy. The opportunity of salvation will no longer exist. When the decree goes forth - He that is righteous, let him remain righteous, and he that is unholy let him remain unholy. Everyone will be eternally frozen in their spiritual conditions.
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	After the mark of the beast has been enforced and every intelligent person on the earth has had an opportunity to make a decision for or against God, and every name has been carefully reviewed in the great judgment halls of heaven; then man’s probation for salvation closes. Just as the door of the ark was closed, so the door of God’s mercy will be closed. Then the plagues begin to fall. They are horrible punishments inflicted against the lost. 
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	We turn to the book of Revelation to study the seven last plagues. Now, we read in Revelation 16:1: “Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, ‘Go and pour out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth.’” 
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	The 14th chapter of Revelation tells us that these seven last plagues are going to be turned against those who receive the mark of the beast. Therefore, it is very important that you understand the subject today as well as the subject for our next presentation, which is entitled “The Seal of God”. Those who receive God’s seal will be shielded and protected from these horrible punishments.
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	THE FIRST PLAGUE
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	We read in Revelation 16:2: “So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a foul and loathsome sore came upon the men who had the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image.” It is quite clear from a simple reading of this scripture that this terrible plague of sores is going to be inflicted upon those who receive the mark of the beast. We do not know the nature of these sores. They may be cancerous or they may be caused from nuclear radiation. Or it may be that God through some intervention will cause this plague to appear upon the lost.
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	Massive sores are usually very painful. They are usually associated with burning fevers and excruciating pain. The Bible says in Isaiah 1:6: “From the sole of the foot even to the head, there is no soundness in it, but wounds and bruises and putrefying sores; they have not been closed or bound up, or soothed with ointment.” There will be no medicines or relief of any kind for these terrible sores.
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	Now all of God’s punishments upon the earth have been mingled with mercy; but at this time, the punishment is unmingled with mercy. Psalm 75:8: “For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup, and the wine is red; it is fully mixed, and He pours it out; surely its dregs shall all the wicked of the earth drain and drink down.”
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	THE SECOND PLAGUE 
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	We read in Revelation 16:3: “Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it became blood as of a dead man; and every living creature in the sea died.” 
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	Approximately two-thirds of the earth’s surface is covered by water. What a scourge this will be when every living thing; all of the aquatic animals of the great ocean bodies die and float to the surface and begin to decay. Think of the stench; think of the oppressiveness of such an odor for those who are living on the seashore or may be traveling the great ocean bodies in sea-going vessels. Perhaps nuclear war will produce massive overkill, as atomic radiation covers the earth. God may allow man to bring about his own punishment.

	33[image: image33.jpg]THE THIRD PLAGUE

£





	THE THIRD PLAGUE
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	We continue from Revelation 16:4: “Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, and they became blood.” 
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	Whatever it is that infests the great ocean bodies, soon works its way up the mouths of the streams and rivers that empty into the oceans and all the fresh water becomes polluted. Can’t you imagine how terrible this will be for those who have the plague of sores? They have great pain, burning fevers, no medicine to give them relief and now when they turn for a cool drink of water there is nothing but blood.
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	God reveals the reason for these plagues for we read in Revelation 16:6: “For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and You have given them blood to drink. For it is their just due.” See how the suffering begins to compound - first the sores and now no water. Again, we must say, how very important it is that we avoid receiving the mark of the beast and these terrible plagues. And likewise how very important it is that we receive the seal of the living God, and be protected during this horrible time of trouble. We owe it to ourselves, friends, to come each one of these presentation and understand the great issues that are at stake and that will soon affect our eternal destinies.
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	THE FOURTH PLAGUE 
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	The fourth plague is revealed in Revelation 16:8, 9: “Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and power was given to him to scorch men with fire. And men were scorched with great heat, …
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	…and they blasphemed the name of God who has power over these plagues; and they did not repent and give Him glory.” 
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	Why is it they do not repent? The answer is that they cannot; it is too late! There is no turning back. The door of mercy has been closed. The day of man’s salvation no longer exists. The decree has gone forth - He that is holy let him remain holy; and he that is unholy let him remain unholy still.
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	Think of the terribleness of the punishment that will be falling upon the wicked, especially those that have received the mark of the beast. First the sores with their pain and burning fevers, then no water to drink or to bath fevered bodies, and then all at once the sun begins to scorch the earth with tremendous heat. Now what has caused these plagues? Again it is possible that atomic radiation from a flash nuclear war will pollute the great oceans and inland bodies of water and turn them into a bloody substance that will kill all living organisms that have been supported by them. The ionosphere could be radically altered by these nuclear explosions. Then, there will be nothing to filter the rays of the sun and it will come scorching down upon the inhabitants of this earth. Men will bake as if they were in an oven. This will add insult to injury as the suffering will be intensified.
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	THE FIFTH PLAGUE
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	This is described in Revelation 16:10, 11: “Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom became full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues because of the pain.

	44[image: image44.jpg]Revelation 16:10, 11

They blasphemed the God of
heaven because of their pains
and their sores, and did not
repent of their deeds.”




	They blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and did not repent of their deeds.” 
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	Again, why do thy not repent? The answer is, it is too late! They are forever eternally lost. Notice this plague falls particularly on the capital of the beast power. When we study the Mark of the Beast, we shall determine where its headquarters is located and we will be able to see very clearly where this plague will fall. Remember the fourth plague is the intense heat - this plague is darkness and the temperature will suddenly go down, down, down until it throws those who have been suffering in heat because of their sores into convulsions. The Bible says, “they gnawed their tongues because of the pain.” 
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	The question is raised where are the righteous during this period? Dear friends, Jesus has promised to take care of His own. I am thankful to serve One who loves us and who will shield those who faithfully serve Him. You see those who have the Seal of God will be carefully protected during the seven last plagues. We read in Psalm 91:7, 8: “A thousand may fall at your side, and ten thousand at your right hand; but it shall not come near you. Only with your eyes shall you look, and see the reward of the wicked.” 
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	Friends, this is a promise, and God is a God who cannot lie. If we place our confidence in Jesus and allow Him to place His seal of approval upon our lives, we will be protected.
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	In Psalms 91:9-11 it says: “Because you have made the LORD, who is my refuge, even the Most High, your dwelling place, no evil shall befall you, …
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	…nor shall any plague come near your dwelling; for He shall give His angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways.” So the angels of heaven will be commissioned to protect us during the seven last plagues. 
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	Job makes this very clear when he said in Job 5:19: “He shall deliver you in six troubles, yes, in seven no evil shall touch you.” These are wonderful promises. I want to claim them, don’t you?
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	Notice God speaking through the prophet in Isaiah 26:20, 21: “Come, my people, enter your chambers, and shut your doors behind you; hide yourself, as it were, for a little moment, until the indignation is past. 
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	For behold, the LORD comes out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity; the earth will also disclose her blood, and will no more cover her slain.” Notice this scripture applies particularly to the time when God arises to punish the wicked in the last days, just before Jesus returns to give the rewards. The time of trouble referred to here is the seven last plagues. 
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	God has promised not only to shield and protect us, but that our bread and water will be sure, just as it was with Elijah during a severe drought when people were dying because of starvation. God sheltered Elijah where there was crystal clear water and the birds brought him food to eat. So God will provide food and water for those who serve him. Their lives will be sheltered in the hand of the Almighty.
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	THE SIXTH PLAGUE  
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	Now let’s move to some very interesting verses under the sixth plague, that tell us about the Battle of Armageddon, and let’s dedicate some minutes to allow the Bible to explain this very clear. There is too much confusion on this issue of the Armagedon, and that’s because many don’t study the Old Testament and don’t allow the Bible to be its own interpreter. Let’s read carefully. Revelation 16:12-16: “Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared. 
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	And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 
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	For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, …
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	…to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 
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	‘Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame.’ …
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	…And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon.” This passage of Scripture has been the subject of much speculation because the word Armageddon derives from the word Megiddo, and because of this passage speaks about the battle of the great day of God Almighty, many Bible students have reached a reasonable conclusion John is describing a literal, physical battle that will occur in the valley of Megiddo just before Jesus returns. 
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	Some prominent Christian writers, for example, have described the possibility that the Russians invaded Israel on behalf of the Arab states. Or a massive army of millions, from the East, perhaps China, marching across the Euphrates River to join the battle in the valley of Megiddo. With rising tensions in the Middle East we can see why it can become an accepted interpretation. Others have offered other possible scenarios. What most of them have in common is that this passage in Revelation 16 describes mostly a literal, physical battle in the valley of Megiddo.
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	But stop and carefully examine the passage for a moment. While there is no doubt that talks about a battle in the context of the great day of God Almighty, John takes longer to talk about spiritual matters than military affairs. For example, talks about evil spirits and demons working miracles. He also speaks of the dragon, which we know from chapter 12 of Revelation is a symbol of the devil. It mentions a false prophet, and a beast that demands worship, and in verse 15 is given a warning to get ready for the second coming of Christ. Weighing all this evidence, we ask: What message is trying to introduce John? Is it possible that we are so fascinated with a small plot of land in the Middle East to be missing the main point?
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	Some students of Revelation have noticed that this is not a very original book. Some scholars have estimated that two thirds of the language of Revelation is borrowed, or even mentioned elsewhere in the Bible. This is particularly true of the book of Daniel. For example, when in chapter 13 of Revelation describes a mysterious beast out of the sea, we noticed that there is a strong resemblance to the four beasts coming out of the sea in Daniel chapter 7. John uses to make us realize well-known figures.
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	Another good example is the one that describes people being forced to worship an image in Revelation 13, or face death. This reminds me of the story of Daniel 3, where Nebuchadnezzar tried to force Daniel’s friends to worship a golden image or be thrown into a fiery furnace.
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	And in the story of Armageddon in chapter 16 we see the same thing. John is using figures or events in the Old Testament to point out something important. First, it describes the Euphrates river drying and opening the way for the kings of the east. Why he uses the Euphrates River?
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	Well, it is well known because it is mentioned in the book of Genesis as one of the rivers of the Garden of Eden. But it is also well known because it was the river that ran through the ancient city of Babylon. The Euphrates was one of the best military defenses of Babylon, because nobody had to leave town to get water. If an army surrounded the city, people could survive for years, and there was very little chance that anyone ever penetrate the massive walls and take the city. Thanks to the Euphrates, Babylon was an impenetrable fortress. Or at least so they thought. It turned out that the Euphrates River was also its weakest point, because it created a vulnerability in their defenses. People could not cross over the wall, or through the wall, but could in any way come under the wall, and that was just how Babylon fell.
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	When Cyrus, the Persian general to the Euphrates was flowing under the massive walls of Babylon, knew immediately what to do. He ordered his men to dig canals, 180 on each side of the river until the water went down enough to create a virtual highway into the city. Literally dried up the Euphrates River. And once inside, there was only one last hurdle: a pair of walls running along the river with gates closed.
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	Daniel Chapter 5 describes what was happening in the city that night. Belshazzar, the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar, had organized a party to prove that Babylon curse never fall. Although there was an army from the east parked at the gates of Belteshazzar believed that nothing could happen. To demonstrate this, ordered his men to bring some of the most valuable booty of his past victories, including the vessels of the temple in Jerusalem. Why bother? said. We have as wide a wall around this city on which two cars can go side to side. And they are so high that there is any possibility that army can climb. And we have much food in the city we can go 20 years without leaving it. And we have an unlimited supply of water. He thought nothing could happen. Belteshazzar today is a symbol for those who think self-sufficiency is all. It is a symbol of those who doubt God’s Word and put their own accomplishments rather than faith.
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	Personally I doubt that Belshazzar never heard of the faith of his grandfather, or about the dream of the statue predicting the fall of Babylon. At some point he must have heard about this. Simply chose to ignore it. Like many people today think their beliefs are more powerful than the Word of God. And while everyone was drinking and making fun of sacred things, God sent a clear reminder that Cyrus the Persian would overthrow the city. We read in Daniel 5:5, 6: “In the same hour the fingers of a man’s hand appeared and wrote opposite the lamp stand on the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace; …
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	… and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. 

Then the king’s countenance changed, and his thoughts troubled him,
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	so that the joints of his hips were loosened and his knees knocked against each other.”
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	A strange hand wrote 4 words on the wall: MENE MENE TEKEL UPARSIM. None of the scholars of the kingdom could interpret its meaning, so he went looking for Daniel to do it. “Belshazzar,” Daniel said, “I am afraid that is not good news. Your days are numbered. You have been weighed in the balance and been found wanting. Thy kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.” Belteshazzar thought the party would never end. He thought he was indestructible. But that night God told him that nothing lasts forever. There comes a time when we must give account.
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	If it only had read Belteshazzar the book of Isaiah, would have seen that God foretold the fall of Babylon in graphic detail, from the drying of the Euphrates River. God even gave the name of the person who would. Isaiah 44:27-45:1: “Who says to the deep, ‘be dry! And I will dry up your rivers’ who says of Cyrus, ‘he is My shepherd, and he shall perform all My pleasure, 
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	saying to Jerusalem, you shall be built, and to the temple, your foundation shall be laid.’ Thus says the LORD to His anointed, to Cyrus, …
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	…whose right hand I have held to subdue nations before him and loose the armor of kings, to open before him the double doors, so that the gates will not be shut.” This was written 100 years before the birth of Cyrus, and God was right even in the details. All in Babylon were drunk, and so the guards forgot the overhead doors along the River. So Cyrus entered the city with his army across the dry riverbed. This was one of the most decisive moments in military history. The great city of Babylon fell to the army of the East. It was thought the city would exist forever. And this is the story that John reminds us in chapter 16 when he speaks about the battle of Armageddon.
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	Note the elements of this story: The drying of the Euphrates. The armies of the East into the city and Babylon falls. These are precisely the events mentioned in the story of Armageddon. Let’s see it again, paying careful attention, Revelation 16:12, 19: “Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared… 
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	Now the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And great Babylon was remembered before God, …
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	…to give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath.”
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	You know? Sometimes we turn on minor details and lose sight of the picture. John is not talking about a literal, physical battle in Chapter 16. It’s more than that. John is trying to turn our attention to the fact that time does not last forever. The literal Babylon fell, and modern spiritual Babylon will also fall. God will not tolerate the pain and suffering and death forever. It is too much. Rather, he wants this to come to an end, but because he does not want anyone to perish, invites us to make a decision just before that time comes.
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	And this is where Armageddon comes into play. You will notice that in verse 16 of this chapter, John chooses his words carefully. Revelation 16:16: “And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon.” Now the book of Revelation was written in Greek, but here John turns to Hebrew for a moment. He says that God gathers together in one place called Armageddon. What does it mean? Does that mean that God will meet literally everyone in a valley of 32 square kilometers? Of course not. The language is symbolic, and the word Armageddon in Hebrew Har-Meguidon which literally means “hill of Megiddo.” 
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	And the mountain that dominates Mount Caramel Megiddo is where the prophet Elijah brought everyone to make an important spiritual decision. A decision of life or death. Each had to choose. The whole nation of Israel was gathered on Mount Megiddo, Armageddon, and it was time for the final decision if they would serve God or reject Him. The battle of Armageddon is the repetition of the time. In the book of Revelation, John tells us that everyone will be confronted with a decision. The issue is not military but spiritual (se the elements in the text). Jesus comes and brings us all together at Armageddon, the Mount of Megiddo, to make a decision. 
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	Furthermore, through three angels’ messages God (Rev. 14) is calling His people to assemble on Mount Zion, which is his church.
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	Armageddon is not a war with tanks, guns and fighter planes, is a war for your loyalty. It does not happen in the Middle East, but in your heart. And because God paid such a high price for your salvation, and He loves you, therefore, invites you to make a decision, “Will you follow me?” And when you stand beneath the cross and see the torn and bleeding body of Jesus Christ, and you realize that he hangs there for you, and when you finally realize that God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, how can decide to take another route? How can anyone say no to Jesus? How can anyone put off your decision?
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	It is only the power of heaven that is holding back the winds of strife in order to have relative peace confront the people with an eternal decision. This restraint is vividly portrayed in Revelation 7:1-3: “After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, on the sea, …
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	…or on any tree. Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom…

	86[image: image86.jpg]Revelation 7:1-3

| ..it was g to

' harm t
and the sea, saying,*
harm the earth, the se
trees till we have sealed
servants of our God on tk

foreheads.””





	it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, saying, ‘Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.’” 
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	God’s work upon this earth has not been finished. However, it soon will be and once it is completed, the terrible seven last plagues will burst upon the world as an overwhelming surprise. Remember, dear friends, that when the plagues begin to fall, your opportunity for salvation will no longer exist. Human probation closes. The door of mercy no longer is open. When Jesus proclaims that irrevocable decree, “It is done,” He stops His work as our High Priest, our advocate before the throne of God (see Daniel 12:1). Then every single case in the history of man will have been eternally decided. The fate of all will then be final.
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	Revelation 22:11, 12: “He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still. 
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	And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work.” 
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	The same words mention at the end of the Armaggedon. In conclusion, the question is raised again, if we can see that the stage is being set for the sixth of the seven last plagues, how close might we be to the first one? It is so important that we should prayerfully and carefully live close to the Lord each day. Why? Because when probation closes and the plagues begin to fall, there will be no turning back then. If you are lost, you will remain lost. If you are saved, you will be safe. 
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	Again Jesus remind us what is His desire, Revelation 22:7: “Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”  
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	The basic issue in the Battle of Armageddon is over the sovereignty of the Almighty God. The Battle of Armageddon stems out of the devil’s greatest attempt to rule this world for his kingdom and the intervention of God to prevent it. Armageddon will be the time when God will deal with the nations for their rebellion against His will. You will find that in Jeremiah 25:30-33. In this scripture Armageddon is referred to as God’s controversy with the nations. It is set forth as the time when God will slay or kill everyone who refuses to keep His commandments. Armageddon is the final struggle in the conflict of the ages between Christ and Satan, between truth and error. Looking at it from that angle, it means that you and I can’t help being on one side or the other in the conflict of Armageddon. What did Jesus say? “He that is not for me, he is against me.” 
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	Oh, how we need to let the Bible tell us how to take our stand on the side of Jesus Christ, how to be a winner in the conflict with Christ, how to be a winner for a home in heaven at the end.  Do you know what is going to actually happen at that time? Do you know what God is going to do? Like in the Mount Carmel Jesus will intervene in favor of His people, and will make everything right. And that take us to the last plague.
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	THE SEVENTH PLAGUE
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	Look at Revelation 16:17: “Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, ‘It is done!’” God will proclaim the end of time. In a voice louder than ten thousand thunders, God will say, “It is done. This is the last. Man’s day is over.” God now takes the reins in His own hands to rule directly.  
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	Reading on in Revelation 16, verses 17-21, it shows that when God speaks those three words, “It is done,” the world will be turned upside down. Those three words will bring the greatest earthquake that ever has been or ever will be. That earthquake will level every city to the ground. There it is in Revelation 16:18-20: “And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred since men were on the earth… 
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	…as had not occurred since men were on the earth and the cities of the nations fell… Then every island fled away, and the mountains were not found.”  Here’s something very striking and it is in your Bible. That shock, that last mighty earthquake produced by God proclaiming the end of time will be so great that it will make this entire globe reel to and fro like a drunken man. Now that’s in your Bible in just such language. (Read Isaiah 24:20) This earthquake is one of God’s weapons.
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	God has another weapon. In fact, He has two other weapons which will be used and they are tremendous. The other weapon which God is going to use is in Revelation 16:21. There’s never been anything like it, never will be again. “And great hail from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone about the weight of a talent.” A talent is a Jewish standard of weight equivalent to 59 pounds (25 kilos) in our system of weights. That would mean that these hailstones that God will use will be about as big as half bushel baskets. 
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	God talked to Job about these hailstones thousands of years ago. This book is uncanny when you put it together. Job 38:22, 23: “Have you entered the treasury of snow, or have you seen the treasury of hail, which I have reserved for the time of trouble, for the day of battle and war?” 
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	Remember, the way to get the truth from the Bible is to link the right texts together. When we link Revelation 16:14-17 with Revelation 19:11-21, we find that the Battle of Armageddon will be interrupted by the sudden appearing of Jesus Christ from heaven at His second advent. God showed the Apostle John how the end of the world will come. He showed him how the second coming of Christ will take place and how the Battle of Armageddon will be stopped, interrupted by the appearing of Jesus Christ from heaven. 
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	Read carefully Revelation 19:11-21. Here is what you will find. “I saw heaven opened.” Yes, Heaven will be split wide open by God’s atomic power and through that opening in the heavens, Jesus Christ, Son of Man, Son of God, surrounded by all the angels as the armies of heaven will be seen approaching the earth.
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	Look, as He comes, what happens? What is happening? Revelation 19:19: “And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army.” This battle will be stopped immediately by the appearing of Christ. You may wonder, “Well, what is there about the second coming of Christ that could stop the battle so suddenly?” The Bible shows that at the second coming of Christ every person who isn’t on Christ’s side will be struck dead by the presence of Christ, just as if a mighty bolt of lightning had struck him or as if a live wire of 100,000 volts had fallen on him.
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	You may say, “Where do you find that?” Here it is in Jeremiah 25:33. You know, it’s wonderful when you line up these scriptures together. I say it’s truly marvelous and this becomes the most fascinating Book in the world when you know how to put it together. Jeremiah 25:33: “And at that day the slain of the LORD shall be from one end of the earth even to the other end of the earth. They shall not be lamented, …
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	or gathered, or buried; they shall become refuse on the ground.” When Jesus appears in flaming fire at His second coming, the disobedient people, the people who refuse to obey Jesus Christ, will be struck dead by His presence. The slain of the Lord, those that are slain by the Lord, will be from one end of the earth to the other. Here is the Bible description of that great event.
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	Revelation 6:15-17, “And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves…
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	…and in the rocks of the mountains, and said to the mountains and rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits…
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	…on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?’” We are living in the closing scenes of earth’s history. Today we can see that the stage is being set for the Battle of Armageddon. If we are this close to the sixth plague, than how much closer are we to the first one? Remember, when the plagues begin to fall, the door of salvation closes. Are you ready for the time of trouble? Do you have the seal of God for your protection?
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	Friends, now is the time to get ready for the coming of Jesus. Now is the time to give your life fully and completely to Him. Now is the time to let the grace of Jesus control your life and be numbered among those who love Him and keep His commandments. Are you willing to turn your life over to Jesus? How many will join by standing to make that all important decision today? God bless you friends. 

	109[image: image109.jpg]



	Appeal and prayer.
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