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	Rejection of Old Testament prophecy concerning the death of Jesus will jam the doors of hell. Millions of Christians are making this serious mistake.
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	Several years ago a New York lawyer stated that he would be a Christian if he could really have it proved to him that Jesus Christ rose from the dead. A clergyman friend said, “I’ll be glad to give you what I feel is conclusive evidence of this fact,” and later submitted to him a manuscript containing convincing factual arguments on the subject. 
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	A week later as the lawyer returned the manuscript, he stated, “I must say that I believe now beyond all reasonable doubt, from the historical evidence of credible witnesses, that Jesus Christ did rise from the dead.” But then he went on to add significantly, “But I am no more a Christian now then when I took the evidence from you a week ago.” Speaking in a still lower tone he said, “I have found out that my chief trouble is not with my head, but with my heart.”
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	This basic fact of human nature was declared emphatically by God through Jeremiah long ago, Jeremiah 17:9: “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it?” But it is a fact that every soul needs to discover personally, for himself.
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	ILLUSTRATION: We need to be like the man who crossed on foot the valley of dead men in the South Sea Islands. When he reached a little shelter on the farther side, he turned to look back. It was quite an amazing thing for him to notice how crooked his pathway in the sand had been. His intention was to walk straight. In fact he was quite sure that he had been walking straight. Human nature is like that that. As he moved on he exclaimed introspectively, “That is the story of my life. Every footprint and pathway crooked.”
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	A few hours later, however, when he returned to look again for his tracks, not a single mark remained. Every footprint was gone! The tide had risen and then receded leaving no sign of the crooked path. This is exactly what Jesus Christ does for our unhappy past if we are ready to permit Him. 
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	His promise is, Isaiah 44:22: “I have blotted out, like a thick cloud, your transgressions, and like a cloud, your sins. Return to Me, for I have redeemed you.” His precious blood shed on the cross of Calvary, like a tranquil tide washes away every stain of sin in our lives.
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	This is accomplished by two simple and yet very profound factors. Ephesians 2:8, 9: “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God.” Two processes-grace and faith-are mentioned here as the basic elements in God’s gift of salvation. Grace is commonly defined as “unmerited favor” or we may say, 
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	“Love in action.” It is obvious that if merited, deserved, or earned it would no longer be a favor but a reward of payment. However, God’s grace and salvation itself is a gift. Sin pays wages, but there is no payment for right doing. Hell steals, earth sells and pays wages, but heaven only gives!
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	ILLUSTRATION: The story is told of a proud French woman who had fallen under the displeasure of Queen Elizabeth I of England. The queen, however, relented, and decided that she would pardon the offender. She summoned her to her presence. Briefly she stated her intention to show grace on the condition that the offending party undertake to mend her ways and, in general, do the right thing. “That would not be grace at all, your Majesty,” the offender replied. “Founded on my goodness it would be a reward, certainly not grace!” “Then I forgive you freely and unconditionally,” said the queen. Bowing low the offender smiled graciously and said, “Your Majesty, that is queenly grace, and I thank you for it.” Grace always flows downward, from the greater to the lesser. It is God’s part in man’s salvation.
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	Faith, on the other hand, always reaches upward. The lesser looks to the greater, and this is man’s part in salvation. Faith is sometimes equated with belief, and indeed the two words belief and faith are translated from the same original Greek word in the New Testament. So Christian faith does not primarily mean believing in a number of things! It means essentially a single, individual disposition of mind and heart toward Jesus Christ. Faith does not just believe in something, or believe everything or anything, it believes in a person, and that Person is Christ. Faith is also commitment.
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	Leighton Ford has said: “Belief is not faith without evidence but commitment without reservation. Belief involves intellect. Desire involves the emotions. Commitment involves the will. 
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	Thus the whole man is involved in an act of proper faith. Faith is actually then, what we know, how we feel, and what we do about Jesus Christ. 
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	Thus faith becomes action, and the action is faith as commitment.” Billy Graham, World Aflame, p. 153. When God’s grace, reaching downward in Christ Jesus is met by man’s faith reaching upward to God through Him, then the gift of salvation is ours! Grace then, brings justification, pardon, and remission of all the sins of the past. But it is most important to remember that grace is not permission for sin in the future! Remission and permission are further apart then the poles. They are like east and west extended to infinity. But the problem today is that the Christian church seems to have a hangup over the relationship of God’s grace to His law. It could’t happen, but it does!  
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	ILLUSTRATION: Let us imagine we are standing on a busy corner in broad daylight in the center of a large city where civil violence has broken out. A pistol shot rings out and turning we notice a puff of smoke as a man groans and sinks to the curb. The murderer, still holding his gun, makes no attempt to escape and he is still there as the police arrive. His confidence is staggering. As they move to arrest him, he remonstrates, “You can’t touch me, I’m under grace!” 
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	And from an inside pocket he produces a pardon with the very words, “Saved by Grace” written on it. “You see, officer, I am not bound by the law now, I’m under grace!” But you can imagine the officer saying, “No sir! You are not under grace, you are a perfect disgrace, come with me!” 
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	Who could possibly be so foolish? It simply could not happen. And yet truth is stranger than fiction. There are some believers who claim to be the most informed and mature of Christians who use this very argument to cover transgression of God’s law. And they are prepared to even quote Scripture to support their view, but the view is not worth supporting, for it turns grace into disgrace!
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	Here is the fatal mistake that will send millions to destruction. That is, deliberately living in known sin while claiming to be under grace. The Bible says, Romans 6:14: “For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.” The teaching here is quite simple. It proclaims victory over sin and freedom from condemnation for the life that is under the grace of Jesus Christ.
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	We need to remember what sin actually is. John in his letter said, 1 John 3:4: “Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.” And so sin, Paul is telling us in Romans 6:14 - the breaking of the law - will be foreign to the life that is under the grace of Jesus Christ. This is the teaching of the text. Grace will deliver from condemnation, and empower a man to obey God.
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	The whole chapter of Romans 6 is dedicated to this theme. Paul is saying that a Christian must not sin. That is, he must not break the law of God. Notice the following statements carefully. They will trace for us, through the sixth chapter of Romans, this theme of victory over sin, the transgression of God’s law for the life that is under grace. Romans 6: 1-23: “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? Certainly not!... 
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	knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin… 
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	Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts… 
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	For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace... For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Thus, God’s grace is the answer to the sin problem. It meets it adequately because it not only pardons the past, it lifts a man out of sin and gives him power to obey God’s revealed will in the future.
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	So the verse in Romans 6:14: “For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.” is not against obedience to God’s law. It is proclaiming pardon for sin in the past and power to overcome sin in the future. No permission for transgression of any kind is being granted here. 
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	The expression “Not under the law” could mean one of two very different things. It is for this reason that so many people get the matter mixed. It could mean, under the jurisdiction of the law. Or, on the other hand, it could mean under the condemnation of the law. The first is the position of every citizen in this country. 
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	The second is the predicament of the few--the criminal group who have transgressed the law instead of living cheerfully under its jurisdiction.
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	The man who lies under the jurisdiction of the law enjoys the liberty and the privileges of citizenship. It is the man who transgresses the law of the land who finds himself in bondage, and for the protection of society, rightly so.
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	Romans 8:1: “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.” Paul tells us there is no condemnation for Christians; he does not say there is no law. Grace takes away the condemnation of the law; it does not take away its jurisdiction. It gives to a man who receives it the freedom and the power to obey. This is salvation.
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	ILLUSTRATION: Who preaches most grace? A cultured looking gentleman had attended several evangelistic meetings and seemed to be enjoying the program. At the door of the auditorium one night he introduced himself as a gospel preacher and requested the opportunity of discussing a little further some of the topics that had been presented. Soon he settled down with the evangelist in a quiet corner and he intimated, “I really do like the meetings. I find myself almost in total agreement with everything that I have heard from the platform here. The prophetic outlines have been thrilling and wonderful!
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	“There is one thing only that troubles me about Seventh-day Adventists. You do not believe or preach the grace of God, you teach salvation by law which, of course, is contrary to the gospel.” Understandably, the evangelist was somewhat taken back. How to help the man to understand the real position was the question. He decided to use shock tactics. “Sir, I think you have things mixed just a little. Please pardon me for saying this, but it is you, not we, who teach salvation by law. And further. Seventh-day Adventists believe in three time as much grace as you do!”
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	Shock tactics indeed! The man showed obvious signs of alarm and quite excitedly said, “That’s ridiculous! Why do you say that? What do you mean? How do you propose to prove that?” “Well,” said the evangelist, “when did grace commence?” “At the cross.” “Very well, how were men saved before that?” “They lived in the dispensation of the law, we live in the dispensation of grace. Since the cross everything is different! Before Jesus it was law, since the cross it is grace and grace alone!”
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	“I see, so it is like this,” said the evangelist quickly sketching out a diagram on a sheet of paper. On the left end of a long time line he marked the fall of man into sin. Two-thirds of the way over on the line he placed the cross of Calvary, and on the far right he marked in the second advent. “Now, how many years of grace have we had? -- I see, you think two thousand years only since the cross! And how many years then of law salvation? I see, four thousand years from the fall of man to the death of Christ on Calvary!
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	“Very well, but I simply cannot believe that. This would be teaching that there are two ways of salvation, whereas I am certain there is only one. And that is salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. Seventh-day Adventists teach that men before the cross looked forward to the coming Redeemer and were saved by faith that reached ahead. They believe that since the cross men are saved by looking back to Calvary. The Bible supports this view.
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	Romans 5:20 says, “But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.” And the context makes it abundantly clear that Paul had in mind the beginning of sin when Adam transgressed. There grace was proffered to meet the emergency. So we teach that from the very beginning of sin grace greater than man’s sin was made available. 
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	This involves six thousand years of grace, but you have only two thousand years of grace since the cross. And so in point of time at least, we teach exactly three times as much grace as you do! It is six thousand years to two thousand years! “And this matter of salvation by law.
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	We say there never was a time when men could be saved by keeping the law, either before the cross or after the cross. We believe the Bible supports us in this view. Salvation always has and always will be of the Lord, and by grace and grace alone! But on your own confession you teach twice as much salvation by law--four thousand years of it- as salvation by grace, two thousand years since the cross.
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	“The testimony of Paul is, “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men’ (Titus 2:11). We do not understand that this is limited to one-third of men who were fortunate enough to be born after the cross! This idea would divide heaven. On one hand there would be those who would work their way to heaven by keping the law, a thing which we know to be impossible. On the other hand, there would be those since the cross who had been saved by grace alone. But the Bible says that there will not be one single soul in heaven apart from those saved by grace through faith. This is the teaching of the Scriptures, and the faith of Seventh-day Adventists.”
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	We could spend a lot of time talking about the manifestation of God’s grace in Old Testament times, but a few clear references must suffice. Genesis 6:8: “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.”
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	God said to Moses, Exodus 33:12,19: “Yet You have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also found grace in My sight… Then He said, ‘I will make all My goodness pass before you, 
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	and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before you. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.’” 
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	Proverbs 3:34: “Surely He scorns the scornful, but gives grace to the humble.” So the Old Testament saints were not self- made men. They were trophies of the grace of God. They were saved because they believed God and embraced the promise of a Redeemer who would come to atone for sin. Heaven will not be divided. All who are saved will be saved by the grace of Jesus Christ. It must be obvious that if for four thousand years people were actually being saved without Him, God would not have needed to give His son to suffer and to die.
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	Acts 4:12: “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” The cross of Calvary established once and for all two great facts. First, it established the unchangeable, eternal nature of heaven’s law for man. You see, the grace of Christ would be needless if God’s law no longer applied. When a criminal is arraigned before an earthly court, there are only two things that the accused may do. He, with his lawyer, may seek, and may perhaps find, a loophole in the law to secure his freedom. But if after examining the statute books and considering the accusation it is obvious that no such loophole exists, his only recourse is to plead for grace. He may plead extenuating circumstances and apply for mercy.
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	The fact that Jesus Christ died to provide a basis for mercy for the sinner shows that God’s law is changeless. Secondly, Calvary establishes once and for all the wonderful doctrine of the transcendent grace of God. 
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	In the cross we behold the unfathomable depths of the divine love, the breadth of Christ’s compassion for the lost, and the length to which that love was prepared to go to open up a way of escape. 
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	ILLUSTRATION: It is like the king whose friend was condemned, and justly so, for high treason. His first impulse was to veto the conviction, to waive the law of the land under which his friend had been condemned. But his counselors pointed out that this would lead to chaos. Anarchy would reign. For the security of all, the law must remain fixed and unchangeable. And so what could he do now?
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	He did have a strong young son. He would offer his son to die in his friend’s stead. The offer was not accepted. But if it had been, it certainly would have established once and for all two sure facts. One, that the law of the land was fixed and changeless, and two, that the love of the king for his friend was deep and genuine. 
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	The death of Jesus Christ for sinners establishes these two great facts in relation to God’s law and God’s love.
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	The function of the law is often misunderstood. To use the law as a means of salvation would be unlawful indeed. It was never meant for this purpose. The law is a sin detector. Its purpose is to warn of the danger of sin and to guide men in the paths of right living. The law offers no pardon for transgression. Nor does it provide power for obedience. It merely points out right and wrong. Romans 4:15: “for where there is no law there is no transgression.”
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	Romans 5:13: “For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law.” Because God’s law stands, men are still held guilty of sin for their transgressions. It is sin that demands a Saviour. It is the Saviour who provides grace. Grace is the basis of the gospel, and to preach the gospel is the business of the church. To care for the church we have the ministry, but the whole system fails if we take away the law of God. We find ourselves removing too much. Where no law is there is no transgression. And so, no law, no sin; no sin, no need of a Saviour; no Saviour, no grace; no grace, no gospel; no gospel, no church; and therefore no need for the ministry! The preacher who preaches no law is undermining his very own office!
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	ILLUSTRATION: Perhaps a simple illustration will help us to understand the fact that where there is no law there is no transgression. Let us imagine that today somebody came into this meeting place, and as your preacher. I was apprehended for preaching the gospel. There are many lands where this not only could happen but would happen. Thank God it is not happening here! But let us say that for the purpose of illustration that it did. And that tomorrow morning I was arraigned before the judge in the local court charged for having preached the gospel in this place today. 
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	Imagine the judge solemnly listening to the charge and then stating, “Under the constitution of this country, freedom of religion and of speech are guaranteed. Since there is no law against preaching no crime has been committed, and so preacher, I plan to extend grace toward you and offer you a pardon!” Should I accept his grace or should I refuse that pardon? Since there is no law against preaching the gospel here, and therefore no offense has been committed, it must be clear that there is no condemnation. So what need would I have of grace?
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	You see, the grace of Jesus Christ is needless if God’s law no longer applies. While the basic reason for grace is to provide pardon for man’s trangression, Paul says that it is also proffered to help man to obey. 
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	Romans 1:5: “Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith among all nations for His name.” 
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	Romans 16:26 repeats that the purpose of the gospel is “for obedience to the faith”. This means that God does not propose to give His grace to a man who has no intention of obeying His law.
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	ILLUSTRATION: Let us suppose that a state governor has decided to free a criminal in the midst of his sentence. The man’s behavior has seemed exemplary, and so a pardon is prepared. But before bestowing it, the governor wisely determines to have a quiet talk with the prisoner to ascertain, firsthand if possible, what his reactions might be to receiving a pardon. The governor asks what the prisoner plans to do when he is released from prison. “What would be the first thing you would want to do if I were to place in your hands a pardon right now and we were to set you free?” A murderous look creeps over the brow of the prisoner, and in tones of hate he says through clenched teeth, “My first job would be to find the judge who sent me here, and to even the score by putting a bullet or two into him!”
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	Would the governor deliver that pardon under the circumstances? Would it be safe to pardon a man who on his own confession had no intention of obeying the law in the future? I should say not! You can be sure that he would take leave of his proposed beneficiary, withdraw his grace, and destroy the form of pardon. And what point would there be in God extending pardon to people who have no intention of doing His will? 
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	The grace of God does not annul His law. But it does put a saved man under a double obligation to do the Father’s will. We are automatically under obligation to obey, because He is our God and we are His creatures. But secondly, because He has pardoned our transgressions and redeemed us by His grace, gratitude should double our determination to love Him, to serve Him, and to obey Him in every revealed duty.
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	ILLUSTRATION: A very touching story is told of an incident in the life of a Salvation Army officer whose name was Tucker. He preached in the city of Chicago on the all-sufficiency of the grace of God in Jesus Christ. After an interesting and moving presentation of his subject, the preacher testified to the grace and goodness of God in his own life’s experience. 
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	A man, who was a stranger to all, stood and was permitted to speak. “It is all very fine and very wonderful for you Mr. Preacher, to stand up there and talk about the grace of God, how God helps you, and the joy you find in fellowship with Him, but what about me? “If your heart was broken because your wife had been taken from you by death, and your home seemed empty and cold, and in your loneliness your children gathered around you weeping and calling for a mother who will never return, could you speak this way? How can the grace of God help a man in a position like mine?”


	63[image: image63.jpg]



	Well, the preacher did his best to be understanding, to put himself in the needy man’s position. He replied with kindness and encouragement. But his words somehow did not seem to make their mark. The stranger was convinced that the preacher did not fully understand, that he could not possibly share his experience and that even the grace of God could not help him in the sorrow through which he had been called to pass.
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	But truth is stranger than fiction, and within a matter of a few days the preacher was also plunged into the valley of the shadow. His life companion was killed suddenly and tragically in a railroad accident. She was buried from the very meeting hall where the preacher had recently given his sermon on the grace of God. The meeting hall was crowded for the funeral service, and fervent prayers and the comfort of the Scriptures was proffered to the bereaved. Toward the close of the service the widowed preacher stood to his feet and stepped confidently to the platform to stand beside the body of his deceased wife. Placing his hand upon the very coffin itself, he looked out over the audience through his tears and smiled.

	65[image: image65.jpg]



	Then he said, “Less than two weeks ago I stood on this platform to preach and to testify of the all-sufficiency of the grace of God in Christ Jesus. Those who were present will recall that at the close of the service a brother in very deep sorrow placed before me some heart-searching questions. I am not sure that my answers were entirely satisfactory, for I had never experienced the things of which he spoke. But if that brother is in the house of God this afternoon, I believe I can give him an answer now which will be more understanding. I hope it may be entirely satisfactory. I want to testify that the grace of Jesus Christ is sufficient for me even now! You asked if my wife was taken from me —and she has been— and if my children were weeping and calling for a mother who would never return—and they are— could I say that Jesus helps, that Jesus comforts, that God’s grace is sufficient? 

My brother, let me assure you it is not merely sufficient, it is abundantly so, for it is helping me now. Can Jesus Christ comfort, can He wipe away the tears of sorrow and fill the heart with joy and peace even in earth’s darkest hour? “My answer is yes, a thousand times yes, for Jesus is comforting, Jesus is helping me right now.”
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	There was a movement toward the back of the meeting hall and a voice responded, “If Jesus Christ can help you like that, if His grace is sufficient for you today, then it must be sufficient for me too.” And moving down the aisle the sorrowing brother fell to his knees at the altar to receive the grace of God and be entered into joy. 
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	Shall we reach out hands of faith again today in our closing prayer to take the grace of God anew? 
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	Appeal and prayer.
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